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WEEKLY NEW 


Ontario Premier Doug Ford (centre-left) listens as Manitoban Premier Brian Pallister (left) speaks during a meeting of the country’s 
Premiers, held in Mississauga on Dec. 2, 2019. (Submitted) 


It was a "meeting of the minds" ear- 
lier this week, as the country's Premiers 
met in Mississauga Monday to advance 
a number of key demands, including 
fiscal stabilization, the environmental 
assessment overhaul and more. 

Ontario Premier Doug Ford, who has 
been the flagship of national unity for 
the past few years, proved it by gather- 
ing the heads of the country's 13 pre- 
mieres/territories at the Hilton Toronto 
near Pearson Airport. 

The Premiers were united in calling 
on Ottawa to reform its fiscal stabiliza- 
tion program and boosting health care 
spending. What has emerged about 
Monday's meeting is nothing but good 
news for Prime Minister Justin 


Trudeau, whose minority government 
will be sworn-in today. 

Ford, buoyed by his provincial coun- 
terparts, drew up a summary that has 
been written to the Prime Minister in 
advance of a meeting set to be held 
early next month between the Ontario 
Premier and Trudeau. Broadly, the Pre- 
miers are asking for four key demands, 
with the most challenging being the 
federal government's push to provide 
provinces with a $5.2 billion higher 
Canada Health Transfer system for 
health care at the cost of 5.2 per cent 
per year. 

In addition to asking for more fund- 
ing, Ford and other Premiers said the 
national pharmacare plan should be co- 


developed with other provinces and ter- 
ritories. 

The meeting was a "tremendous mo- 
ment of solidarity,’ said Albertan Pre- 
mier Jason Kenney. “I have been trying 
to convey to Albertans that we are not 
alone or isolated in the federation. 
There are provincial and territorial gov- 
ernments that get what we're going 
through and understand our ask for a 
fair deal," said Kenney. 

"The fact that these colleagues have 
put a spotlight on one particular issue 
that means a lot to those of us who are 
going through a period of prolonged 
downturns - it means a lot to us." 


Continued on Pg 4 
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Victim identified in Brampton homicide 


Authorities have identi- 
fied the victim of a shocking 
homicide that took place in 
Brampton last week - the re- 
gion’s 26th of the year. 

Peel Police’s Homicide and 
Missing Bureau revealed ad- 
ditional details on Tuesday 
pertaining to the incident, 
which took place on Nov. 30 
in the Metzak Drive and 
Rosepac Avenue area. 

Several units responded to 
reports of shots fired in the 
area around 6:40 p.m. Upon 
arriving at the scene, they 
located the victim, 18 year- 
old Brampton resident Joel 
Stennett, outside a property. 

Stennett, who was suffer- 
ing from gunshot wounds, 
succumbed to his injuries at 
the scene. 

Police later revealed that 
they received information 
indicating that multiple in- 
dividuals were seen leaving 
the area around the same, 
and have reason to believe 
that they were acting to- 
gether. 

“We have reason to be- 
lieve that there were multi- 
ple individuals that left ina 
suspect vehicle,” Peel Police 
Constable Bancroft Wright 
told reporters during a 
press conference Saturday. 


Wright also indicated that 
the suspects left the scene in 
a light-coloured or white- 
coloured vehicle, and that 
police believe the case to be 
an isolated incident. 

In an online post made 
earlier this week, Sherrie 
Adams, Stennett’s step- 
mother spoke about Joel and 
indicated that he had 
dreams of beginning a rap- 
per. 

“IT am doing the hardest 
thing I ever thought I would 
have to do... Joel, you will 
never know how much I 
love you, and 


how much 
your dad loves 
you,” she 
wrote in a 
Facebook post. 
“| hate the 
world for 


being so vio- 
lent. I hate the 
fact we have to 
say goodbye. 
We weren’t 
ready for this. 
It’s not fair.” 
Residents 
with more in- 
formation re- 
garding the 
case are asked 


to call Peel Po- egecbook) 


lice at (905) 453-2121, ext. 
3205. 

Saturday’s homicide inci- 
dent is the third case within 
the last month, following 
the death of 12 year-old 
Jonathan Bastidas and 9 
year-old Nicolas Bastidas on 
Nov. 7. Both boys were 
found deceased in a home in 
the Creditview Road and 
Sandalwood Parkway West 
area. Their father, 52 year- 
old Edwin Bastidas, was 
later arrested and charged 
with first-degree murder in 
the death of both boys. 
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No-go for Bolton condos 


A proposed eight-storey 
condominium develop- 
ment in Bolton’s down- 
town core ran into heavy 
resistance Tuesday, as res- 
idents turned out in full 
force to protest the proj- 
ect. 

Traffic density and envi- 
ronmental concerns were 
just some of the issues ad- 
dressed at the _ public 
meeting, which saw Town 
staff and councillors ac- 
cept a report that advo- 
cated for refusing the 
permit for the proposed 
development by Turner 
Fleischer Architects, 
which would have 159 
units and an underground 
parking complex within a 
1.9-acre area near the 
south end of Nancy Street. 

Councillors cited prob- 
lems with traffic and the 
nature of a sloped road 
leading to the proposed 
site as reasons why the de- 
velopment would cause 
major issues in the area. 
Ward 1 Regional councillor 
Ian Sinclair and Ward 5 
Regional councillor An- 
nette Groves both spoke 
about thei concerns over 
the development. 


“The area cannot handle 
the traffic, and I’m also 
concerned about slope sta- 
bility,” said Groves, who 
told attendees that the 
project scope didn’t fit the 
area, and the height of the 
project did not adequately 
satisfy environmental po- 
lice for the site. 

Sinclair also echoed 
many of the same com- 
ments, expressing “disap- 
point” that the proposal 
was being made on a “dif- 
ficult site”. Despite that, 
he said that Bolton still 
needs additional housing 


projects of that type. 

Representatives from 
Turner Fleischer had ap- 
plied to amend the official 
plan so that the site would 
be rezoned as a multiple- 
exception residential area. 

At the end of the meet- 
ing, Town councillors ac- 
cepted the report and 
advised staff to act quickly 
to return the report for 
ratification, so that the re- 
fusal could be formally 
made before a 180-day 
window expires for them 
to make their decision, as 
per municipal law. 


Sherwood Forrest residents speak up in land-use dispute 


by Alex Gregory 


Residents are making their 
views known on a proposed 
development in the Sher- 
wood Forrest community, 
which has escalate to a pub- 
lic meeting over the issue. 

More than 150 attendees 
were in attendees Wednes- 
day evening at a meeting or- 
ganized by Mississauga 
Ward 8 councillor Matt Ma- 
honey at Erindale Secondary 
School, to hear more infor- 
mation regarding the pro- 
posed redevelopment and 
expansion of a seniors’ resi- 
dence in the area. 

The matter pertains to 
Carmel Heights Seniors Res- 
idence, located near the cor- 
ner of Mississauga Road and 
Dundas Street, which has 
filed an application to per- 
mit a convent and six-storey 
seniors’ complex with 26 
convent units, 156 assisted 
living suits and 166 seniors’ 
apartments. 

The application has re- 


ceived criticism from some 
local advocates for bringing 
more intensification to the 
area, which already serves 
as a major traffic conduit in 
the city. 

The property is currently 
owned by the Carmelite Sis- 
ters of Canada, and was 
closed at the end of 2015 for 
repairs. The owner part- 
nered with a _ developer, 
Micor Mississauga Land 
Corp., and filed the applica- 
tion earlier this fall to 
amend the official plan for 
the area to allow for addi- 
tional suites, including a 
pair of six-storey buildings 
that would include the as- 
sisted living units and sen- 
iors’ apartment 

“We want to be reasonable 
with the development,” said 
Harry Henderson, the chair- 
man of the Carmel Heights 
Redevelopment Committee, 
which was formed to bring 
their concerns with the proj- 


ect to light. “We have no 
quarrel with the Sisters’ 
wish to rebuild their facili- 
ties. However, the land is 
currently designated for low 
density residential and is 
certainly located within the 
neighbourhood’s portion of 
the urban structure,” Hen- 
derson said Wednesday, 
prior to the meeting. 

He also added that the po- 
sition of the committee, 
which emerged from the 
Sherwood Forrest Residents 
Association, is that any de- 
velopment that does occur 
should be sensitive to the 
neighbourhood’s _ existing 
structure and character, and 
that it is “extremely inap- 
propriate” in a property that 
is surrounded by single-fam- 
ily dwellings. 

Also at heart is proposed 
access to the property. Micor 
Mississauga’s proposed ap- 
plication states that it would 
want to re-open a driveway 


near the corner of 
Hurontario Street and Mis- 
sissauga Road that was pre- 
viously blocked off due to 
traffic concerns. 


An additional public meet- 
ing will be held later at City 
Hall after planners have 
weighed the proposal. 


Keep watching Peel 


Weekly News for additional 
coverage of this develop- 
ment and the community 
meeting. 
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Two Mississauga men under arrest in connection 
with kidnapping case 


A21 year-old Missis- 
sauga resident is under ar- 
rest in connection with a 
violent kidnapping inci- 
dent that occurred last 
month, with another local 
resident arrested earlier 
this week 

Toronto Police revealed 
earlier this week that the 
case stems from a Nov. 16 
incident that happened in 
the Willcocks and St. 
George Street area, where 
a 21 year-old victim was 
approached from behind, 
tased, robbed and then ab- 
ducted by a group of four 
individuals. 

The victim was am- 
bushed and tased by one of 
the individuals before 
being choked, robbed and 
forced to withdraw money 
from a bank machine for 
the group, which eventu- 
ally grew to six individuals 
by the end of the night. 

After the victim with- 
draw money for the group, 


they forced him into a 
motel room in Toronto’s 
east end and kept him 
against his will for approx- 
imately 12 to 13 hours. 
During this time, they 
forced the victim to in- 
crease the spending limits 
on his accounts and 
cleaned out his finances. 

The victim was set free 
afterwards, and went to 
police immediately to re- 
port the incident. 

Three people, including 
21 year-old Kaelin Sankar 
of Mississauga and two 
Toronto residents, were 
arrested in connection 
with the incident, and face 
a number of charges re- 
lated to the crime. The 
three individuals appeared 
in Toronto court on Nov. 21 
to answer to the charges. 

Investigators later iden- 
tified two additional sus- 
pects in the case - 20 
year-old Adisoon Admoon, 
of Mississauga, and 19 


year-old Arthur McLean, of 
Toronto. 

Admoon was arrested by 
police yesterday afternoon 
at a home in Toronto, it 
was later revealed. 

Admoon faces an assort- 
ment of charges, including 
assault, five counts of ille- 
gally using a credit card, 
robbery, kidnapping and 
more. 

McLean is described as 
male Black, approximately 
6 feet tall with a thin build. 
He was last seen wearing a 
red baseball hat, grey and 
beige jacket, blue jeans, a 
grey hoodie and_ black 
shoes. 

In a statement, Toronto 
Police said the suspect is 
considered to be “armed 
and dangerous”. 

Residents with any addi- 
tiona information regard- 
ing the case are asked to 
call Toronto Police at po- 
lice at (416) 808-5200. 
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Mississauga resident Adisoon Admoon (above) is one éfkev- | 
eral suspects arrested in connection with a kidnapping‘inci- — 
dent on Nov. 16, 2019. (Photo Courtesy of Toranto Police) 


Pharmacare, fiscal stabilization big demands at 


Premier's Meeting 


Continued from Pg 1 


Saskatchewan Premier 
Scott Moe seconded Kenney's 
remarks, saying he was 
thankful that the Premiers 
agreed to endorse a program 
that could help his province. 
"The people of Saskatchewan 
are very appreciative of your 
efforts here today," he said 
during a news conference 
held after the meeting. 

That said, with the support 
of the Green Party and the 
NDP, even if the Government 
passes the National Pharma- 
care Bill, it would be nearly 
impossible to implement. 
Ford is demanding that the 
Feds ensure that every 
province is given the right to 
get out of it if the bill is imple- 
mented. If the Feds do not do 
so, the sense of dissatisfaction 
being felt in the western 
provinces is likely to be fur- 
ther strengthened. During the 
election, the Liberal Party 
promised $6 billion in fund- 
ing for pharmacare, although 
some sources say at least $15 
billion would be needed for 
the plan. 

Kenney would be happiest 
after yesterday's meeting as 
the meeting unanimously 
passed a resolution asking the 


federal Government's Fiscal 
Stabilization Program to 
change the way it was imple- 
mented. Under this program, 
the Federal Government pro- 
vides financial assistance to 
the provinces that are facing 
financial difficulties. Alberta 
has long been demanding that 
aid should be submitted not 
per capita, but according to 
the conditions created by the 
economic downturn. The Pre- 
mier also wants the Federal 
Government to create oppor- 
tunities that will reduce 
Canada's dependence on the 
United States and reduce its 
production costs in other in- 
ternational markets. Simi- 
larly, the Premier is 
demanding more money for 
the sustainable development 
of the Territories. 

Speaking to news outlets 
Monday, Ford said that the 
meeting sends a clear mes- 
sage that the country is 
united, despite its differences. 
“We’re a united nation. As 
you’ve seen at this meeting, 
when some of the provinces 
are struggling, we’re all 
there." 

With all hands at the helm, 
the Premier is also making 
demands that the federal gov- 
ernment admits and even 


more to deny. Other matters 
of concern to the Premiers, 
including the federal govern- 
ment's carbon tax, were not 
addressed at Monday's meet- 
ing. Alberta, Saskatchewan, 
and Ontario are continuing to 
fight the carbon tax through 
legal avenues. 

A question about Quebec’s 
Bill 21, the controversial bill 
that prohibits public-sector 
employees from wearing reli- 
gious clothing or symbols, 
was also pointedly ignored at 
the post-meeting news con- 
ference. 


Kenney also pushed for 
what amounts to yet another 
subsidy to the fossil fuel in- 
dustry. This comes after 
Kennedy gave a number tax 
breaks to the same industry, 
which have had unforseen 
consequences. 

To note, after taking $233 
million from Kenney's tax cut, 
Husky Energy announced on 
Monday that 370 employees 
would be laid off, alongside a 
$500 million less in invest- 
ments. 

Kenney claimed the tax cut 
was supposed to incentivize 


investment - but it's doing the 
exact opposite. 

While the western 
provinces are trying to lift the 
sentiment of separatism, the 
sense of solidarity shown by 
the Premier is a good sign, but 
it may prove to be an annoy- 
ance for Prime Minister 
Trudeau. As the head of a mi- 
nority government and hav- 
ing severed ties with several 
premieres in the past on a 
personal level, Trudeau will 
have to be careful with each 
step he makes to secure his 
minority government. 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 
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What is the impact of the “5G Network”? 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


In the last three decades, 
internet technology has made 
much progress, and today all 
walks of life are becoming 
dependent on it. Because of 
that, today, the environment 
is loaded with electronic pol- 
lution. 

Electromagnetic fields 
from cordless phones, wire- 
less or Wi-Fi devices, cell 
phones, and towers are all 
around us. A Wi-Fi router in 
your home all contribute to 
electromagnetic pollution. 
And the worst may be coming 
anytime soon to locations 
around us. 

The new 5G network is not 
just a new technology for 
your phone — it's actually a 
significant paradigm shift, 
like the shift our society 
made 30 years ago from 
using typewriters to using 
computers. 

Through 5G technology, the 
worldwide number of cell 
phones has been 
growing,and has reached 
over five billion. 

Yet, we have also seen signs 
that there are signs of in- 
creasing illnesses and afflic- 
tions throughout the world, 
including an epidemic of 


7 


brain cancer, not to mention 
more Alzheimer's, autism, 
and impotence than ever be- 
fore. 

Is there a connection? Or is 
it just smoke and mirrors? 

5G systems have the poten- 
tial to transform all our eco- 
nomic and business sectors, 
blurring geographical and 
cultural borders. It will be 
able to deliver seamless, con- 
tinuous connectivity for all 
kinds of business applica- 
tions. A few short years ago, 
Facebook was just an excel- 
lent way to stay in touch with 
your friends. Now they have 
their fingers into everything! 

5G uses much shorter 
waves that don't travel 
through buildings, so as to 
make sure the signal is reli- 
able. Small cell stations will 
be everywhere - outside your 
apartment building, down 
your street on a light pole, at 
the supermarket... all using 
our existing infrastructure 
like streetlights. The current 
plans are to install "small" 5G 
cell towers every 300 meters 
or so on every street in the 
country. 

Even if the Internet goes off 
for half an hour, life stops 
right there. Banking transac- 
tions, airlines and hospital 
surgeries are interrupted, 
computer boarding passes 
and other activities stop, cell 
or mobile services shut down 
and markets in the world 
(Stock exchanges) are crip- 
pled. 
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Many researchers and 
scholars have described the 
Internet as having a potential 
health impact through Wi-Fi 
signals. They say that Inter- 
net communication is being 
transimitted through 'micro- 
waves', and 'micro-wave' 
was developed as a weapon 
that was previously used in 
radars. 

According to researchers, 
micro-waves circulating 
through Wi-Fi and mobile 
towers are also at risk to hu- 
mans, animals, birds, and 
plants. This is leading to 
chronic diseases such as can- 
cer, and it is critical to the 
brain and_ reproductive 
power. 

Fourth Generation net- 
works are currently running 
throughout the world, and 
the fifth-generation network 
has also been launched, 
which is named 5G. The lat- 
ter is a robust network, 
which is why it has very a 
solid connection and support 
from other countries. China, 
Russia, and the United States 
are very advanced in this 
kind of network develop- 
ment. China is also selling its 
5G network system to other 
countries around the world. 
The United States has 
warned its allies, including 
Canada, not to buy China's 
5G network, saying that it aid 
China in apparent espionage 
efforts. 

A study by the Nagasaki 
University in Japan has 


: 


proven that high-speed Wi-Fi 
users are more prone to men- 
tal illnesses. Some experts 
say that with 5G, the average 
lifespan in Japan will be re- 
duced because of the radia- 
tion's impact on a person's 
health. According to them, 
the 5G network is hazardous 
and is now widely accepted 
by many countries. 

Despite this, China, the 
U.S., Russia, and other Euro- 
pean countries want to risk 
5G. Big companies in these 
countries do not want to be 
lacking in technology. 

British expert researcher 
Dr. Barry Travers has been 
warning people about the 
dangers of radiation from 
mobile phones, other smart 
devices, and mobile signal 
towers. Scientist Dr. Devra 
Lee Davis has also done much 
work in this regard. 

Davis says that the robust 
Wi-Fi network reduces the 
number of sperm in men and 
causes impairment, while 
Travers says Wi-Fi waves are 
worse for young children be- 
cause it damages their devel- 
opment. Experts believe 
Wi-Fi waves are increasing 
the incidence of diseases like 
Alzheimer's and cancer. 

This could dramatically in- 
crease the risk of cancer and 
other diseases already associ- 
ated with cell phone use. One 
doctor has stated that the 
lower frequency millimeter 
waves used in 5G networks 
could cause major skin, eye, 


IN SUPPORT OF 


e Boys & Girls Club 
of Peel 


and nervous system prob- 
lems. 

Because they are weaker 
than microwaves, they're 
mostly absorbed by the skin. 
Since your skin contains 
many capillaries and nerve 
endings, the biological im- 
pact may be transmitted 
through the skin and into 
your nervous system. 

Some experts advise that 
homes should not run Wi-Fi 
without need, especially at 
night when they are not used. 
It is also advisable to keep the 
mobile phone away from the 
body to avoid unnecessary 
radiation. 

Pennsylvania State Univer- 


sity professor Kenny Aster 
does not consider the 5G net- 
work a metaphor, but Aster 
says more research and stud- 
ies are needed to determine 
the potential health effects of 


5G. 

The big difference here is 
that 5G technology was made 
for machines —not people. 
That is an incalculable differ- 
ence in the real purpose of 5G 
technology. 

When we start inventing 
new technologies designed 
just for the benefit of ma- 
chines, it means we are cre- 
ating a more dangerous 
world for all of us. 
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Saturday Dec 7th 


10:00-2:00 


READY YOUR SWEET TOOTH! 


CAVENS ANNUAL 
BAKE SALE 


Sweet homemade treats to satisfy your cravings 


CAVEN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
110 KING STREET WEST 
BOLTON, ONTARIO 


SAME DAY AS BOLTON CHRISTMAS PARADE 
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Arrest made in human trafficking City budget deferred to 2020 
investigation 


A Mississauga man 
has been charged with 
multiple offences in 
connection with a 
human trafficking case 


that stretches back 
three years. 
Peel Police’s Vice, 


Narcotics and Street 
Level Organized Crime 
Unit said Wednesday 
that they arrested and 
charged the suspect 
after beginning an in- 
vestigation last month 
into the whereabouts 


of a female victim who 
had been exploited 
over a three-year pe- 
riod. 

Investigators subse- 
quently arrested and 
charged 38 year-old 
Damian Campbell, of 
Mississauga, with an 
assortment of offences, 
including uttering 
threats, assault, exer- 
cising control, traffick- 
ing and _ receiving 
benefit from traffick- 
ing, among other 
charges. 

Campbell appeared 
for a bail hearing in 


Brampton court on 
Saturday. 
Authorities believe 


there may be other vic- 
tims tied to the case, 
and are asking any wit- 
nesses with additional 
information to call the 
Vice, Narcotics and 
Street Level Organized 
Crime Unit at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 3555. 


Residents waiting to see 
what Mississauga’s budget 
for next year will be will 
have to wait a little longer. 

Mississauga council voted 
Wednesday morning to 
defer the approval of their 
2020-2023 business plan 
and budget until Jan. 22, 
2020, due in part to waiting 
for the Region of Peel to re- 
veal its operating and capi- 
tal budget for the coming 
year. 

The decision was made 
after a special council meet- 
ing, in which councillors de- 
cided to wait for the results 
of the Region’s budget be- 
fore deliberating on the city 
budget, which proposes a 
3.84 per cent residential tax 
increase after factoring in 
the potential regional levy. 

Billed by some city offi- 
cials as “business as usual”, 
The proposed budget in- 
cludes a $538.7 million 
boost in property tax spend- 
ing, with key priorities in- 
cluding infrastructure, 


housing, road maintenance 
and more. 

"We recognize that any tax 
increase is a challenge, but 
at the end of the day, we're 
satisfied that this balances 
the demand for services 
with the need to drive effi- 
ciencies and to respond to 
the growth that's happening 
in the city and the changing 
demands of residents," city 
manager Janice Baker said 
during a budget breakfast 
held last month. 

Some of the upgrades dis- 
cussed in the city’s budget 
deliberations include: 

e MiWay service improve- 
ments, including 32,600 
service hours and improved 
off-peak service 

¢ Public education pro- 
grams and fire/life safety in- 
spection programs for 
Mississauga Fire & Emer- 
gency Services 

¢ $50 million in invest- 
ments to the Churchill 


Meadows Community Cen- 
tre and nearby park, includ- 


ing a triple gymnasium, in- 
door pool, warm water ther- 
apeutic tank, multi-purpose 
spaces, a teaching kitchen 
and change rooms servicing 
the adjacent sports fields 
and seasonal dome 

¢ Strategic parkland acqui- 
sitions in Ninth Line Corri- 
dor, Cooksville 
Neighbourhoods and _ the 
downtown core 

* $27 million in invest- 
ment for aging infrastruc- 
ture and_ rehabilitation 
projects 

Equitable police funding 
also continues to be a hot 
topic for the budget, with 
the issue set to be discussed 
this morning (Dec. 5) at the 
Region’s. special budget 
meeting in Brampton. 

A ten-year climate change 
action plan and five-year 


economic development 
strategy plan were also pre- 
sented at Wednesday’s 


meeting, with both plans set 
to be approved by council 
next week. 
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Peel Matters: What works and what’s at risk for climate Justice 


by Catherine Soplet 


With a unanimous vote, 
Mississauga councillors 
adopted the City’s Climate 
Change Action Plan (CCAP) 
yesterday morning at a spe- 
cial council meeting. The 
CCAP will go to Council for 
final approval next Wednes- 
day (Dec. 11). 

It has been just six months 
since Mississauga council de- 
clared that climate change 
was an emergency, following 
a presentation by students 
from Camilla Road Senior 


Public School. 

Addressing climate change 
is a good start. What is more 
advanced is to address cli- 
mate justice. 

First things first. 

Mississauga's plan contains 
ambitious yet practical steps 
to address climate change. 
There are two main goals: 

¢ Mitigation, to lessen the 
trajectory and impact of 
greenhouse gas emissions, 
aims for reductions of 80 per 
cent by 2050, with a longer- 


term goal of becoming a net- 
zero community. 

¢ Adaptation to impacts of 
climate change entails in- 
creasing resilience and capac- 
ity of the city to withstand 
and respond to current and 
future climate events. 

Climate change programs 
already in play at the city in- 
clude the One Million Trees 
goal to plant one million trees 
by 2032, replacement conver- 
sion of the MiWay bus fleet to 
Hybrid buses, which have fu- 
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Climate Justice is at risk in Peel 


New Immigrant is less likely to reside with easy access to Tree Canopy 
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Peel Region Recent immigrants in Peel 
Neighbourhood Information Tool by Dissemination Area (2016) 
Peel Newcomer Strategy Group 


Collective impact Report (2019) 


ture full battery power capac- 
ity; and a street light LED con- 
version program of 50,000 
standards since 2013 that has 
reduced those lighting emis- 
sions by 97 per cent. 

So far, since 2012 the One 
Million Trees program has 
planted some 340,000 trees. 

Some of these trees have 
been tagged for climate 
change research by environ- 
mental research charity Acer- 
Acre Canada. 

Based in Port Credit, and 
named for Canada's signature 
maple genus acer tree, since 
1987, founder Alice Cassel- 
man has used a science re- 
search protocol to plant, 
monitor, measure and share 
open access data on native 
species trees and shrubs. 

In Acer's Planting for 
Change program, five species 
with known frontier lines are 
tracked for thriving. 

"As trees thrive or fail, move 
north or south, we see how 
biodiversity also migrates 
with climate change," says 
Alice. "Birds, insects, other 
plants and animals all adapt 
to the shift in habitat, for food 
and shelter." 

In adapting, nature is re- 
vealing what "climate justice" 
means. More than change in 
temperatures, or extreme 
weather, or ecology, or na- 
ture, or environment. 

Climate justice raises issues 


THE COMPASS 


KHEKHEEE 


We are your local food bank 
and outreach centre. Last year 
we distributed over 440,000 Ibs. 
of food to 900+ local families 
who needed help. 


How you can make a difference: 
* Donate food or funds 


* Volunteer 


* Host a food drive 
* Follow us on social media 


of moral and political concern 
for historic human culpability 
for climate change, and then - 
- climate justice seeks redress 
for humans and all species 
least responsible for climate 
change must disproportion- 
ately suffer the most. 

For example, individuals 
living in a destructive zone of 
100-year weather events or 
forest fires are usually the last 
to receive emergency relief, 
and are the least likely to be 
included in emergency pre- 
paredness or planning for im- 
pacts of climate change. 

Who is at risk in Missis- 
sauga? 

Since the first Global Strike 
on Sep. 20, 2019 led by teen 
environmental champion 
Greta Thunberg, Acer-Acre 
Canada has convened three 
stakeholder meetings to bring 
together community mem- 
bers with planners from Peel 
Region, municipalities, 
schools boards and conser- 
vancies to compare and con- 
trast maps created from data 
of their greatest concern. 

Acer's concern to address 
low tree canopies could be 
overlayed with Peel Regional 
Health’s concern for "heat 
spots" with less than 5 per 
cent tree canopy, where calls 
for emergency medical serv- 
ices during extreme heat 
waves could be up to five 
times the rate of better- 


shaded neighbourhoods. 

Maps of municipal parks 
and higher tree canopy 
showed a coincident geogra- 
phy of areas mapped for 
higher community well-being. 
Areas for lower well-being co- 
incided with areas of higher 
levels of recent immigrants. 

Working with City of Mis- 
sissauga, Peel Region, conser- 
vancy and school board 
partners, and with agencies 
embedded in low tree canopy 
areas, Acer wants to bring im- 
mediate relief by planting 
more trees, as quickly as pos- 
sible. 

"We don't want to plant and 
walk," says Casselman. "By 
tagging and monitoring trees, 
we learn from site to site 
what works best for success." 

In research that has helped 
define inputs that lead to out- 
puts of thriving trees over 
decades, Casselman has story 
after story of students doing 
better in school, communities 
developing a better sense of 
cohesion and a sense of stew- 
ardship for place and people 
wherever sites are in the 
ground. 

She now wants to use her 
science to test climate justice, 
for trees and for people. 

"What's at risk if data dis- 
proves my observation?" asks 
Casselman. 

"We cannot lose so long as 
we have lots more trees." 


www.thecompass.ca 
f w © CompassFoodBank 
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Highway 410 set to expand with widened lanes 


One of the GTA’s 
busiest transit conduits 
is about to get a bit 
more hectic. 

Work has begun on 18 
kilometres on Highway 
401, with a $640 million 
boost from the province 
to widen laes and 
shorten commute times. 

The expansion was an- 
nunced last week in 
Mississauga, with the 
city’s MPPs and associ- 
ate transportation min- 
ister Kinga Surma in 
attendance. The project 
will include a variety of 
upgrades and improve- 
ments, including new 
support structures and 
features including light- 
ing and signage, along 
with a 12 lane core-col- 
lector system running 
from Winston Churchill 
Boulevard to the Credit 
River. 

"Highway 401 is a vital 
corridor for economic 
activity across’ the 


province. Funding key 
highway projects like 
this will improve our 
critical trade links and 
encourage investment in 
Ontario," said Missis- 
sauga Erin-Mills MPP 
Sheraf Sabawy, one of 
several representatives 
who spoke at the an- 
nouncement. 

The project is expected 
to be completed by 
2022, and will see ongo- 
ing road work at various 
points throughout the 
system, including the 
stretch of highway run- 
ning from Regional 
Road 25 and James 
Snow Parkway, as well 
as the Highway 407 
ETR/Highway 401 inter- 
change running to east 
of the parkway, which 
will be upgraded with a 
12-lane_ core-collector 
system. 

"This crucial expan- 
sion of Highway 401 
means that thousands of 


Ontarians will spend 
less time in traffic and 
more time on the things 
that matter to them - 
being with family, 
friends or at work," 
Surma said in a release. 
The project is being 
delivered through Infra- 
structure Ontario’s de- 
sign, build and finance 
Public-Private Partner- 
ship model, which 
transfers appropriate 
risks associated with de- 
sign, construction and 
financing of the project 
to the private sector. 
West Corridor Con- 
structors was awarded 
the contract to design, 
build and finance the 
Highway 401 Expansion 
project. 
Approximately 
250,000 vehicles travel 
on Highway 401 in the 
Peel and Halton regions 
on a daily basis. 
People and businesses 
along Highway 401 de- 


pend on it as it is the 
main highway route ina 
fast-growing area, said 
Mississauga-Malton 
MPP Deepak Anand. “By 
investing in this project, 


we are building a better 


transportation system 
for the future of our re- 
gion." 


Construction has al- 
ready stated on the 


widening at the Cred- 
itview Road bridge, ac- 
cording to sources 
familiar with the proj- 
ect. 


TOWN OF CALEDON 


BOLTON LINE 


A transit service for Bolton 


Know when the bus arrives. 
To download the app, visit: 
caledon.ca/transit 


Under contract with the Town ef Caledon 
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Bolton GO line gets another Peel school board elects new chair 


lifeline 


A bus route at the cen- 
tre of long-running un- 
certainty in Bolton has 
been extended, sources 
with the Town of Caledon 
confirmed with Peel 
Weekly News Wednesday. 

The Route 38 (Malton - 
Bolton) and 38A GO Bus 
lines that travel between 
Bolton and Malton will 
continue to operate, 
though exactly when that 
extension will last to is 
currently unknown as of 


press time. 

The routes were origi- 
nally set to be scrapped 
in July as part of $184 
million in funding cuts 
against the transit, but a 
last-minute intervention 
from the Ministry of 
Transportation and the 
Town meant the line 
would continue to oper- 
ate through the end of 
October. 

However, it was later 
indicated by officials that 


further research and con- 
sultation would required 
after the Town created a 
new Bolton-based local 
transit line with Voyago, 
providing 27 stops from 
King Street to Highway 
50. 
Additional information 
is set to be revealed 
within the next few 
weeks - keep watching 
Peel Weekly News for 
further updates regard- 
ing this story. 


Brad MacDonald is in as 
the Peel District School 
Board’s new chair, it was 
announced Wednesday. 

The board, which is cur- 
rently undergoing a formal 
review by the province amid 
claims of anti-Black racism 
and discrimination, made 
the announcement Monday 
night during an organiza- 
tional board meeting. 

MacDonald, the school 
board trustee for Missis- 
sauga Wards 2 & 8, will take 
the top spot, while Bramp- 
ton Wards 1 & 5 trustee 


David Green will serve as 
vice-chair. 

In a statement, MacDon- 
ald said that the board’s di- 
verse backgrounds are a 
great strength. 

”Each of us looks at things 
in different ways, but al- 
ways with the focus on mak- 
ing education better for all 
students so they can achieve 
their dreams.... we have so 
many great talents sitting 
around the table that needs 
to be harnessed to build our 
relationships with school 
communities, engage their 


feedback and build together 
a better place for children to 
learn and succeed. 

Green echoed MacDon- 
ald’s statements, adding 
that “we will work to ensure 
that this board, in every- 
thing that we do, puts stu- 
dents first. They must be 
first, and always be first, at 
the forefront of everything 
we do." 

During Monday’s meeting, 
Director of Education Peter 
Joshua also previewed some 
of the major achievements 
of the past year that will be 
highlighted in the annual 
report to the board, which is 
tentatively set to be released 
early next year. 

"When (students) walk 
through our doors, they 
aren't just entering a build- 
ing, but a place of inspira- 
tion—a place where they 
will grow, explore, learn 
and succeed. It's our re- 
sponsibility to make that 
happen," said Joshua. "This 
school year, we continue to 
be guided by our board's 
strategic plan, the Plan for 
Student Success, with stu- 
dent success at the centre of 
everything we do." 


Man charged after string of Senior Helpers celebrates 
break-and-enter incidents 


A Mississauga man has 
been charged in connec- 
tion a string of break- 
and-enter incidents 
throughout the city, au- 
thorities revealed last 
week. 

12 Division’s Break and 
Enter Unit made the ar- 
rest after eleven homes 
in the Swiftcurrent Trail 
are were broken into last 
week. 

Police state that on Nov. 


26, between 2 -6 a.m., © 


the suspect broke into 
the homes while the oc- 
cupants were asleep, and 


proceeded to steal a total | 


of $1,000 in money and 
other small property. 
The suspect, who 
wasn’t identified by 
name as of press time, 
was tracked through 
video surveillance from 
one of the homes im- 
pacted by the incidents. 
On Nov. 28, the suspect, 
a 28 year-old man, was 


arrested and charged 
with a number of of- 
fences, including five 
counts of committing 
breaking and entering, 
six counts of breaking 
and entering with intent, 
and a breach of recogni- 
zance. 

He appeared in Bramp- 


ton court for a bail hear- 
ing on Nov. 29. 

Any residents with ad- 
ditional information re- 
lating to the suspect are 
asked to call investiga- 
tors at 12 Division’s Break 
and Enter Unit at (905) 
453-2121, ext. 1233. 


Grand Opening 


It was a banner celebra- 
tion as a new non-med- 
ical in-home senior care 
business opened its doors 
last month. 

Senior Helpers Missis- 
sauga, located on 
Cawthra Road, celebrated 
the occasion with fun and 
festivities as it unveiled 
its suite of senior-focused 
programs to benefit resi- 
dents in Mississauga. 

The business works 
closely with seniors and 
their families to develop 
personalized non-medical 
in-home care programs 
designed to enrich the se- 
nior’s life and provide the 
family with peace of 
mind. 

Aging with grace & dig- 
nity in a private resi- 
dence, a retirement or 
assisted living home, or 
even a hospital, is every- 
one’s right — and the busi- 
ness’ care programs are 
focused on providing that 


to their clients, said co- 
founder Russ Donnelly. 

“Every client and every 
care program we develop 
will be unique and con- 
stantly evolving; knowing 
who the client is, what 
they miss, what they 
want to do, is vital, and 
strong communication 
between us and the client 
and their family is key.” 

Companion Caregivers 
offer clients companion- 
ship and _ socialization; 
and they can escort the 
client to appointments, 
church, shopping, elec- 
toral stations, the library, 
errands, they can play 
games, watch movies, lis- 
ten to music etc., etc. 

For clients with more 
advanced care needs who 
need assistance with ac- 
tivities of daily living 
(ADLs) like bathing and 
hygiene, dressing, toilet- 
ing, mobility, etc., the 
company also provides 


certified Personal Sup- 
port Caregivers that offer 
all of that in addition to 
everything a Companion 
Caregiver provides. 

“We have lived in Mis- 
sissauga for 21 years and 
Lisa had worked in the 
healthcare sector for 20 
years,” said Russ. “She 
has witnessed firsthand 
the struggles families go 
through finding care and 
socialization for their 
loved ones, and we have 
seen friends and family 
facing the same issues as 
well. We saw the need, 
so we both left our corpo- 
rate jobs and have gone 
“all in” to provide this 
much needed = service 
within our community.“ 

For more information, 
visit the Senior Helper 
website at se- 
niorhelpers.ca/missis- 
sauga. 
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Dogtopia announces expansion plans for Canada 


by Alex Gregory 


A Toronto-based dog day- 
care chain, which recently 
opened branches in Peel Re- 
gion, announced Tuesday 
that it will be opening an ad- 
ditional 15 locations across 
the country over the next 
two years. 

Dogtopia, which will be 
opening locations in Missis- 
sauga’s Applewood neigh- 
bourhood and in Brampton 
near Lionhead Golf Club 
later this month, announced 
that they would be looking 
to push their market pres- 
ence through a variety of 
new locations opening in 
key markets throughout 
Canada. 

Having launched in 2002, 
the chain has grown to en- 
compass more than 104 lo- 
cations in North America, 
with a business model 
aimed towards transparency 
and trust for dog owners 


who leave their pets at the 
locations. The various 
branches offer daycare, 
boarding and spa services 
for dogs, and were recently 
bolstered by the arrival of 
CEO Kim Hamm, who was 
recently appointed to the 
role of president and CEO of 
Dogtopia Canada and helped 
the chain add more than 70 
locations throughout the 
country. 

"Dogs are members of our 
families, and Dogtopia takes 
the responsibility of caring 
for every dog likes it's our 
own very seriously. Our 
doggie daycare provides a 
home away from home for 
your dog no matter the 
length of stay," Hamm said 
Tuesday. "Dogs fill our lives 
with joy, so it's time we 
repay the favour. We've cre- 
ated a clean, safe and fully 
transparent environment 


with dogs' wants and needs 
in mind. This new level of 
open-play daycare 2.0 
means as a pet parent, you 
don't have to feel guilty or 
anxious leaving them be- 
hind, you are enriching their 
lives while simultaneously 
creating a better socialized 
canine citizen. Dogtopia of- 
fers everything your furry 
family member requires 
with award-winning dog 
daycare, boarding, and spa 
services." 

The new Peel locations in- 
clude the Applewood 
branch, at 1224 Dundas 
Street East, and Dogtopia Li- 
onhead, located at 8265 Fi- 
nancial Dr Unit 1. 

Additional openings ex- 
pected in the coming year 
include Kitchener, Barrie, 
Regina and North York. 


Brampton breaks ground on new fire campus 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


Brampton broke 
ground Tuesday on a 
new fire campus that is 
expected to centralize 
operations and stream- 
line service in the city. 

Councillors and repre- 
sentatives of the city’s 
fire department were on 
hand for the ground- 
breaking of the Williams 
Parkway Fire Campus, 
located at 425 Chrysler 
Drive 

Expected to open in 
2022, the state-of-the- 
art, centralized facility 
will be home to Bramp- 
ton’s Fire Headquarters, 
Prevention Division, 
new Fire Station 203, an 
Emergency Operations 
Centre, Emergency 
Measures Office, and in- 
door and outdoor Fire 
Training facilities. 

Brampton Mayor 
Patrick Brown was in at- 
tendance along with sev- 
eral councillors for the 


ceremony. “Brampton 
Fire and Emergency 
Services provide critical 
services to our commu- 
nity and this campus 
will bring many benefits 
to our staff and our res- 
idents, said Brown. “By 
centralizing operations 
and streamlining service 
delivery, our team can 
continue to make 
Brampton a Well-Run 
City and deliver excel- 
lence in emergency 
Management and_ re- 
sponse.” 

His sentiments were 
shared by _ Regional 
Councillor Rowena San- 
tos, the city’s Commu- 
nity Services Chair. “Our 
Brampton Fire and 
Emergency Services play 
a key role in making 
Brampton a Healthy and 
Safe community. This 
new campus also 
demonstrates our com- 
mitment to building a 


Green City, through pur- 
suing LEED Silver and 
Fitwell building certifi- 
cations for this build- 
ing,” she told assembled 
guests, 

Brampton Fire Chief 
Bill Boyes also addressed 
the media in attendance, 
saying that the city is al- 
ways striving for excel- 
lence in service delivery 
to the community. 

“Our new Williams 
Parkway Fire Campus 
will allow us to continue 
to improve the future of 
firefighting through its 
facilities, while also pro- 
viding us a memorial 
space to remember and 
honour Brampton fire- 
fighters who paid the ul- 
timate sacrifice and lost 
their lives while protect- 
ing our residents.” 

The multi-purpose 
campus will have more 
than 70,000 square feet 
of space, and will be 


used as a space to man- 
age, train, educate, con- 
duct research and 
develop new initiatives 
in areas of prevention, 
mitigation, prepared- 
ness, response and re- 
covery. Also, a “live fire” 


PWN Staff Photos 


training building will be 
available all year round, 
and a second building 
will allow for new re- 
cruits and existing Fire- 
fighters to train 
simultaneously. 

Not only that, but the 


site will have a memo- 
rial and reflection space 
to remember and hon- 
our Brampton firefight- 
ers who paid _ the 
ultimate sacrifice and 
lost their lives while 
protecting residents. 
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New MBOT report details recommendations for school system 


by Alex Gregory 


It was a packed house 
Friday morning as Premier 
Doug Ford was on-hand 
for a “fireside chat” with 
members of Mississauga’s 
business community. 

The Premier attended a 
breakfast event hosted by 
the Mississauga Board of 
Trade (MBOT) at the Mar- 


Premier Doug Ford (left) speaks with Mississauga Board of 


riott Courtyard, which dis- 
cussed a number of key 
initiatives the province is 
working on, including 
focus on_ infrastructure 
and investor confidence in 
Ontario. 

The event included a 
presentation by the Board 
of Trade of a new report 


e 


tre) during a breakfast event held on Nov. 29, 2019. (Submitt@ 


q president David Wojcik il 


that outlines recommenda- 
tions to improve skilled 
trades training in second- 
ary schools and_ give 
greater opportunities for 
students to learn more 
about the benefits of such 
a career. 

“We think this report 
provides the Government 


| 


of Ontario with some very 
practical ideas to improve 
skilled trades training and 
better involve the business 
community in shaping cur- 
riculum and learning op- 
portunities,” said MBOT 
president David Wojcik, 
who indicated that copies 
of the report were person- 


ally distributed to Ford and 
other MPPS in attendance. 

The new report, written 
by the Board of Trade’s 
Human Resources Com- 
mittee, makes an number 
of recommendations to 
various provincial min- 
istries as to how skilled 
trades training and aware- 
ness can be improved, in- 
cluding potential 
sponsorship of an adver- 
tising campaign aimed at 
educating the public and 
parents on the value of the 
skilled trades sector in On- 
tario, providing flexibility 
on class sizes in local 
school boards as it relates 
to skilled trades, engaging 
outside expertise to teach 
segments of classes which 
feature skilled trades, and 
provide dedicated capital 
and operating funding to 
schools that operate such 
programs. 

MBOT said Friday that it 
met with representatives 
of all four local school 
boards that serve Missis- 


sauga in consultation for 
the report. 

The report also recom- 
mends that MBOT work 
with the four school 
boards within Mississauga 
to drive recruitment and 
encouragement for local 
business to participate in 
co-op programs. 

Ford thanked the Board 
of Trade for the report, 
speaking about how skilled 
workers have become a 
very valuable resource for 
the province, and dis- 
cussing how valued they 
are to Ontario’s future 
goals and abroad. 

“My number one selling 
feature, when I go 
abroad... is the people 
here,” said Ford, who is in 
Washington this week 
meeting with political 
leaders and promoting the 
province’s infrastructure 
sector. 

The full report can be ac- 
cessed by visiting 
issuu.com/mbotontario/do 
cs/mbot_skilltrade_report. 


“Advance Brampton’ 


Now Open 


The application pe- 
riod is now open for a 
new round of funding 
for community projects 
and initiatives aimed at 
advancing Brampton’s 
Vision 2040 project. 

The Advance Bramp- 
ton Fund (previously 
the Community Grant 
Program) supports 
community-based ac- 
tivities that will have a 
positive impact within 
Brampton, both at the 
neighbourhood level or 
at the city-wide level. 

The Fund is designed 
to support Brampton- 
based _ organizations 
starting up, developing, 
and amplifying their 
projects, moving 
grantees towards proj- 
ect sustainability anda 
strengthened ability to 
partner, collaborate, 
and lead well-managed 
and meaningful work 
within the non-profit 
sector and Brampton 
community. 


Organizations can 


now apply through four 
different streams with 


varying funding 
amounts. These include 
the Micro Projects 


Stream (which opens 
Jan. 3, 2020), Emerging 
Projects Stream, Devel- 
oping Projects Stream 
and Amplifying Projects 
Stream. 

The Advance Bramp- 
ton Fund's new model 
delivers project grants 
based on what stage the 
applicant’s project is at 
- whether you’re just 
starting out, have had 
success in the past, or 


need to _ sustainably 
grow, this program 
supports projects 


across the non-profit 
sector. 

The Fund has been re- 
developed for 2020 to 
recognize the different 
scales of projects that 
are looking for support, 
fulfilling Council's pri- 
orities for the coming 
term. 


The program does not 
grant to individuals or 
for-profit businesses. 
Unincorporated non- 
profits without legal in- 
corporation papers 
from the provincial or 
federal government 
need to show a binding 
agreement between 
members that outlines 
and verifies that the in- 
tent of the group is 
non-profit only. 

All applicants and po- 
tential grantees are re- 
sponsible for _ their 
applications to the pro- 
gram. City of Brampton 
staff will be unable to 
complete applications 
on behalf of any organ- 
ization. 

For more information 
on the funding or to 
download an applica- 
tion form, visit the City 
website at 
brampton.ca/EN/City- 
Hall/grants/Pages/Ad- 
vance-Brampton-Fund. 
aspx. 


Funding Applications Holiday season ends with a bang 


at Caledon business meetup 


Local businesses in Cale- 
don wil have the opportu- 
nity to ring in the holiday 
season, as the final Caledon 
Business Meetup of the year 
takes place next Wednes- 
day, Dec. 11, in partnership 
with Motive Media. 

Entrepreneurs, startups 
and businesses in Caledon 
who are looking to meet 
other like-minded business 
people can join fellow pro- 
fessionals for the final 
meetup of the year, which 
includes a keynote presen- 
tation by Motive Media 
president Kathy Cartan, re- 
freshments, food and much 
more! 

Cartan will share her 
journey of over 30 years in 
the design services indus- 
try. Find out how this de- 
sign powerhouse in Caledon 
is contributing to the suc- 
cess of various industries 
around the country and 
how your business could 
benefit from it. 

The event is the perfect 
opportunity to learn, net- 
work, connect and build re- 
lationships after work in a 
fun and casual atmosphere. 
Enjoy appetizers and re- 


freshments as you connect 
with other business profes- 
sionals. 

The event kicks off at 6 
p.m. with a pre-event net- 
working opportunity whee 
businesses can _ practice 
their “Power Intros”, fol- 
lowed by a tour of the Mo- 
tive Media facility from 6:15 
- 6:30 p.m. 

Cartan will 
present her 
journey 
founding 
Miolt tives 
Media at 
6:30 p.m., 
followed by a 
“fireside g\ 9. 
chat” from 
6:45 -7p.m., 
where she 
will answer 
questions 
from the au- 
dience about 
her business 
goals and en- 
trepreneur- 
ial strategy. 
Afterwards, 
attendees 
will have the 
opportunity 
to network 


from 7 - 8 p.m. 

General admission tickets 
are $20, plus applicable 
fees. For more information 
on the event or to register, 
visit the event page at 
eventbrite.ca/e/caledon- 
business-meetup-at-mo- 
tive-media-tickets-8162041 
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Combatting Human Trafficking in Ontario 


by Sylvia Jones, MPP 


Last week, I was proud 
to join Premier Ford, Asso- 
ciate Minister for Women 
and Children’s Issues Jill 
Dunlop, and Minister Lau- 
rie Scott, to announce the 
next steps in our govern- 
ment’s plan to combat the 
deplorable crime of human 
trafficking. 

The trafficking of per- 
sons is a crisis that is hap- 
pening across the province 
in all communities and at 
all levels of society: On- 
tario has more police-re- 
ported incidents of human 
trafficking than any other 
Province in Canada. 

That is why we are com- 
mitted to stopping the 
criminals who are profit- 
ing from this crime, and to 
ensuring the safety and se- 
curity of all Ontarians. We 
know that those targeted 
by traffickers are often the 
most vulnerable. 

In Ontario, the majority 
of reported cases involve 
sexual exploitation, and 
most victims are female, 
with Indigenous women 
and girls being especially 
vulnerable. 

Over 70 per cent of 


human trafficking victims 
identified by police are 
under the age of 25, and 
the average age of recruit- 
ment into sex trafficking is 
13 years old. To help com- 
bat and raise awareness of 
these crimes against vul- 
nerable Ontarians, Associ- 
ate Minister Dunlop and I 
are co-developing a new, 
stronger, cross-govern- 
ment strategy against 
human trafficking. 

This plan will ensure 
that survivors get the sup- 
ports that they need, and 
that offenders are held ac- 
countable for their crimes. 

Over the summer in ad- 
vance of this announce- 
ment, our government 
held over a dozen round- 
table meetings with sur- 
vivors, Indigenous 
partners, law enforcement, 
and frontline — service 
providers in order to bet- 
ter understand the ways 
that we can support the 
many fronts in the fight 
against human trafficking. 

During these roundta- 
bles, we heard the need for 
a reliable source of fund- 
ing to ensure consistent 


protection for survivors. 

As such, and as a first 
priority under our strat- 
egy, our government is 
committing $20 million in 
annual funding for victim 
support services as well as 
anti-human trafficking en- 
forcement initiatives. This 
funding will support sur- 
vivors with wraparound 
services, assist with coor- 
dination across _ police 
forces, provide training to 
police officers to identify 
and arrest traffickers and 
support victims, and ulti- 
mately hold offenders ac- 
countable for their actions 
through a Provincial 
Human Trafficking Prose- 
cution Team of specialized 
Crown prosecutors. 

By annualizing and con- 
tinuing these investments, 
we will ensure that sur- 
vivor supports are avail- 
able on an ongoing basis, 
and that critical preven- 
tion and enforcement ini- 
tiatives are maintained. 

As Associate Minister 
Dunlop and I work toward 
anew anti-human traffick- 
ing strategy, we will con- 
tinue to look for ways to 


collaborate across govern- 
ment, across sectors and 
across jurisdictions to 
raise awareness, help sur- 
vivors, keep children and 
youth safe, and hold of- 
fenders accountable. 

To report a tip about 


human trafficking con- 
cerns, or find services in 
your community through 
the Canadian Human Traf- 
ficking Hotline at 1-833- 
900-1010 or visit 
www.canadianhumantraf- 
fickinghotline.ca. 
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To find out more about 
our plan to combat human 
trafficking in Ontario, visit 
ontario.ca/humantraffick- 
ing or call my office at 1- 
800-265-1603. 


Al 
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Bombardier brings “Global” fleet to Pearson 


Bombardier an- 
nounced Wednesday 
morning that Missis- 
sauga will be home to a 
new global manufactur- 
ing centre for its Global 
business jets. The 41.2 
acre facility will be lo- 
cated on Toronto Pear- 
son Lands. 

“Mississauga is 
thrilled to welcome 
Bombardier to our city - 
a leading global aero- 
space hub and home to 
Canada’s largest aero- 
space sector,” said Mis- 
sissauga Mayor Bonnie 
Crombie. “Bombardier 
could have picked any- 
where in the world to 
locate their Global Man- 
ufacturing Centre but 
they chose Mississauga. 
Not only will this invest- 
ment support jobs and 
attract talent, but it will 
also boost economic 
growth and help raise 


Mississauga’s profile as 
a global aerospace hub 
where innovation in 
aerospace thrives.” 

The new one-million 
square foot facility will 
see the final assembly 
line for the manufactur- 
ing of Bombardier’s 
Global business jets and 
includes a hangar space 
for pre-flight activities. 

“Businesses choose 
Mississauga because the 
City is supportive and 
provides an innovative 
environment for them to 
grow and flourish,” said 
Bonnie Brown, the city’s 
economic development 
director. 

“Mississauga is very 
attractive to global aero- 
space companies look- 
ing for the right 
conditions such as a tal- 
ented and highly edu- 
cated workforce that 
can support a large 


Original Equipment 
Manufacturer (OEM), 
like Bombardier. Our 
commitment to growing 
Mississauga’s aerospace 
cluster has been very 
successful in helping us 
achieve our economic 
goals and attracting new 
investment.” 

The new facility will 
have the capacity to 
build up to 100 aircraft 
a year and will support 
thousands of jobs. 

Bombardier president 
Alain Bellemare said the 
compan is very excited 
to announce the reloca- 
tion of its Global aircraft 
family production activ- 
ities to the new facility 
at Pearson. 

“This is a_ strategic 
move for Bombardier 
and a strong commit- 
ment to Ontario’s aero- 
space industry,” said 
Bellemare. “It will allow 


us to offer world-class 
career opportunities 


and continue fueling the 
economic development 


of the region for years to 
come.” 
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NOV 30 - DEC 24 
“Window Wonderland” 
Live Holiday Window Display 


Saturdays 3:00pm - 6:00pm 

The PC local business windows are being beautifully decorated for 
the holidays! Watch as the windows come to life with Dancers, 
Musicians and other talented artists playing the starring roles. 
“Lint af participating buninerun on fhe wetter 


NOVEMBER 23 & 30 


The Brightwater Family Skating Party 
4:00pm - 7:00pm - Elmwood Lot 
Brightwater is hosting a holiday party and you are invited! 
Come out and! enjoy 4 FREE skate on the synthetic ice skating rink, 
have you picture taken with Santa and enjoy some hot chocolate all 
courtesy of Brightwater, The kids will love skating with the elves and 
the other fun holiday activities we have planned for the whole family! 


NOV 30 - DEC 16 


“Elf on the Shelf" Instagram Contest 
Our elves have been hard at work getting needy for the holidays in 
Pont Credit and naw they have taken refuge in some of the Business 
WINDOWS along the way - Find the 10 Ehes in the windows 
throughout Port Credit -Take a photo of Each Elf 

Post all ten photos in GNE POST on Instagram using #PCelf,... and 
dont forget to tag @portoredithia, All comect entries vill be put into 


a draw for $500 in *PC ioebreaker Buccs. 


DECEMBER 7 

The Lighting of the Lighthouse 
6:30pm - 8:00pm 

105 Lakeshore Rd W 

Join us for some festive entertainment, hot chocolate and a 
welcoming visit from Santa; and then help us to. counted... 
As we light up the lighthouse for the holidays! 


DECEMBER 14 

Kid's Shopping Day 

Various Locations 

Bring the kids out for a shopping day set-up just for them! 

Special displays with gafts $10 and under FREE DRAW -Wina family 


game pack = ballots available with any purchase 
"Lit of participating businecor: on fer waebaite 


Port Credit 


Explore 


#ExplorelT W Ei 


DECEMBER 9 

Caroling in the Park 

Port Credit Memorial Park 

Join us 25 we celebrate 45 years of Caroling in the park with our 
Local Lions Qlub. Invite your friends and neighbor to. come out and 
sing along ton, There will be free warm crnbeny punch and cookies. 
for everyone, and don't Forget to bring a.candle and a mug! 


DECEMBER 21 to 24 


Holiday Sip n Shop 
Various Locations 

Last minute deals to please everyone on your list! PLUS - Get $5 in * 
lcebreaker Bucks for every 550 spent at “participating Businesses - 
And when you have checked your list and checked it twice, why not 
treat yourself to.a holiday inspired drink at one of the “participating 
rettaurants...Go shed you deserve it! 

*List. of participating boanesses on ifr website 


JANUARY 4 - 25 


January Icebreaker 

Various Locations 

Visit one of our fabulous “participating restaurants and enjoy a 
special food ard drink menu, inepired by “Fire and Ice" and created 
to “help warm you up" 

“List. of participating businesses on tie website 


JANUARY 25 eo 
A Fire & Ice Affair 


2:00pm - 7:00pm - Elizabeth St. 5. 


H's time to break the ice and hawe some outdoor fun! 
Strolling Ice characters, loe Sculpture demos, ce Cocktail Bas, Fire 
Shaws, Live Music, Children’s activities and more - And to help keep 
you wanm,... Warming stations, Hot Beverages and the Fired-up 
Winter BEC} Sampler station! 


Visit portcredit.com 
for full details! site 
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Anonymous donor matches donations for Giving Tuesday 


A local hospital founda- 
tion announced Tuesday 
that it has received an early 
holiday present from an 
anonymous donor. 

Trillium Health Partners 
Foundation revealed the 
news that, just in time for 
the Giving Tuesday charita- 
ble endeavours held 
throughout the world, an 
anonymous former patient 
at their hospital system has 
offered to match donations 
made to the foundation 
from Dec. 1 - 6. 

By matching donations, 
those who choose to donate 
will have their impact dou- 
bled. 

Giving Tuesday is a pow- 
erful and inspiring reminder 
that it is everyone’s duty to 
look out for each other, the 
foundation’s senior vice 
president of strategy, brand, 
marketing and communica- 
tions, Shannon Van Rassel. 

“From our volunteers to 
this incredibly generous 
anonymous donor, we are 
forever grateful to be part of 


a community that knows the 
importance of investing in 
quality health care here at 
home,” Van Rassel said 
Tuesday. 

Kevin Singh’s story is one 
one of many stories that 
were highlighted through 
the hospital system’s recent 
efforts. Kevin, only 34, was 
just three weeks away from 
his wedding when he devel- 
oped a pain in his chest. He 
shrugged it off but his fi- 
ancée insisted on going to 
the Emergency Department 
(ED) at Credit Valley Hospi- 
tal. When they arrived his 
heart stopped and he col- 
lapsed. The ED team jumped 
in and began to work on re- 
viving Kevin. He was then 
treated at Trillium Health 
Partners’ cath lab and he 
went on to marry his fi- 
ancée three weeks later. 

Heart attack patients from 
across the region arrive by 
ambulance and are rushed 
directly to the hospital sys- 
tem’s high-tech cath labs, 
where a team of specialists 


rush into action to save lives 
— over 500 last year. 

In a statement, Trillium 
indicated that it offers the 
fastest-to-treatment centre 
in the province for heart at- 
tacks, which is important 
since faster care means bet- 
ter results for patients. 


All gifts raised during this 
six-day matching window 
will go to support new 
equipment and advanced 
technologies. This includes 
funding items such as up- 
dated equipment for the 
hospital’s oldest cath lab, 
where numerous cardiac 


procedures are performed 
each day. The new equip- 
ment will reflect the latest 
advances in technology for 
more efficient procedures, 
allowing THP to more treat 
patients sooner. 

As Kevin shared with the 
ED team, “You guys are part 


of something great and give 
people like me a second 
chance at life. There are no 
words than can express my 
gratitude.” 

For more information, 
visit the Trillium website at 
trilliumgiving.ca. 


New Official Plan takes shape in 


Caledon 


The Town of Caledon is 
launching its Official Plan 
review to serve as a 
roadmap for the next 20 
plus years. The review will 
build on existing policies to 
guide our future in five key 
areas, including Natural Re- 
sources and Agriculture; 
Transportation, Technology 
and Infrastructure; Growth, 
Settlement, Housing and 
Employment; Tourism, 
Heritage, Healthy Commu- 
nities and Culture, and Cli- 
mate change. 

“T feel strongly that Cale- 
don should plan for Cale- 
don” said Mayor Allan 
Thompson Tuesday morn- 
ing. “That’s why Future 
Caledon, our Official Plan 
launch, and public consulta- 
tions are so important. It’s 
your opportunity to have 
your say on what Caledon 
should look like in the fu- 
une s 

Currently, the Town’s 
Planning Act requires that 
Official Plans be reviewed 
every five to 10 years. The 
Town’s Plan requires updat- 
ing to modernize it and cre- 
ate a clear vision of what 
Caledon will look like in the 
future. Provincial and re- 
gional guidelines have also 


identified Caledon as a 
place for growth: the new 
Official Plan will help guide 
this growth, balancing the 
needs of our rural and 
urban communities. 

Local residents will have 
plenty of ways to make 
their views known through 
a variety of formats, from 
community meetings to on- 
line tools, fun events to 
quick conversations. 

For a full list of Future 


Caledon Satellite Office 
times in the community, 
visit future.caledon.ca. 
Progress will be highlighted 
online as the Official Plan 
comes together. 

Residents can also contact 
staff directly by contacting 
officialplan@caledon.ca, 
calling (905) 584-2272, ext. 
5500 or visiting 6085 Old 
Church Road on Dec. 11 - 13, 
from 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


New director of human resources 


for Mississauga named 


Mississauga’s Library Di- 
rector, Lori Kelly, will take 
over as Mississauga’s new 
Director of Human Re- 
sources next April, it was 
announced last week. 

Kelly, who has held the top 
role in the city’s library divi- 
sion since 2017, will assume 
the role on Apr. 6, 2020, the 
city said in a statement. 

“IT am very delighted to 
welcome Lori to Corporate 
Services where she will be 
leading the Human Re- 
sources division,” said the 
city’s chief financial officer 
and corporate services com- 
missioner, Gary Kent. 

“Lori is a great example of 
home-grown talent, having 
started her career at the 
City and managed various 
portfolios. She has strong 
interpersonal skills, a pas- 
sion for continuous im- 
provement and_ building 
positive employee culture. 
The workplace is impacted 
by rapidly changing demo- 
graphics and technology. 
Lori has all the right skills, 
working with her team, to 
continue to ensure the cor- 
poration attracts and retains 
the talent required to sup- 
port Council and the com- 
munity.” 

Under her leadership as 


library director, Kelly se- 
cured approval for the Li- 
brary’s five-year vision 
(Future Directions Master 
Plan) including funding for 
the renovation of Central Li- 
brary; expanded the Li- 
brary’s lending program to 
include hot spot and 
Chromebooks; modernized 
the collection with invest- 
ments in electronic re- 
sources and 
formalized the 
Open Window 
Hub, the Li- 
brary’s home- 
lessness 
prevention 
and outreach 
initiative. 
Prior to her 
position in the 
library divi- 
sion, Kelly was 
Senior Man- 
ager, Talent 
Management 
in HR _= and 
Manager, 
Strategic Com- 
munity Initia- 


tives where 
she helped de- 
velop the 


City’s 40-year 
Strategic Plan. 

Reporting to 
the Commis- 


sioner, Corporate Services, 
Kelly will be responsible for 
promoting excellence in 
people by delivering innova- 
tive HR strategies and pro- 
grams that enable internal 
clients to successfully 
achieve their business goals. 

She replaces Sharon 
Willock who retired earlier 
this year. 


AF AL ae 
AF AL a 


Ae a A ase 
RAVAN 


AF ALY ANY a 


Get your Peel Weekly News WEEKLY subscribe at www.PeelDailyNews.com 


—e- 


[PEEL] 


WEEKLY 
NEWS 


Digital Newspaper] Newspaper 


| PDN December 5, 2019_Layout 1 2019-12-13 4:37 PM Page 16 


xs SPORTS 


Dec. 5, 2019 | PEEL WEEKLY NEWS | SPORTS 16 


Harley picked to represent Canada at junior championship 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads’ Thomas Harley is 
one of 31 players who have 
earned an invitation to 
Canada’s National Junior 
Team Sport Chek Selection 
Camp, set for Dec. 9-12 in 
Oakville. 

The players, including 
four goaltenders, 10 de- 
fencemen and 17 forwards, 
will compete for a chance to 
represent Canada at the 
2020 IIHF World Junior 
Championship in Ostrava 
and Trinec, Czech Republic, 
from Dec. 26 - Jan. 5. 

This isn’t the first time 
Harley has had his name 
called by Hockey Canada, 
the event organizers. 

The 6’3” defenceman first 
dawned the red and white 
at the 2018 World Under-17 
Hockey Challenge in Saint 
John, New _ Brunswick 
where he appeared in 5 


games. Leading up to the 
2019 NHL Draft, 

Harley was selected to 
play for Team Canada at the 
2019 IIHF Ice Hockey U18 
World Championship where 
he registered 4 points (1G, 
3A) in 7 games. The 18-year 
old has also suited up for 
Team OHL twice in the 
CIBC Canada/Russia Series 
in both 2018 and 2019. 

After returning from the 
Dallas Stars in late Septem- 
ber, Harley has lit up the 
score sheet. Through 24 
games, he sits tied for fifth 
among OHL defencemen in 
points (27) and leads all de- 
fencemen in goals (11). His 
offensive production comes 
as no surprise after finish- 
ing the 2018-19 season with 
58 points (11A,47G) over 68 
games. 

Canada’s National Junior 
Team Sport Chek Selection 


Camp will be held at the 
Sixteen Mile Sports Com- 
plex, home of the Oakville 
Blades of the Ontario Junior 
Hockey League and will fea- 
ture a pair of games against 
a team of U SPORTS all- 
stars on Dec. 11-12. 

The 2020 HHF World Jun- 
ior Championship begins on 
Boxing Day when Canada 
takes on the United States 
at 1p.m. EST on TSN. All 31 
games of the 2020 IIHF 
World Junior Championship 
will be aired, with game 
coverage and analysis of- 
fered throughout the tour- 
nament. 

Canada has won 31 
medals at the IIHF World 
Junior Championship since 
1977, including 17 gold, 
nine silver and five bronze. 
Team Canada last took 
home gold in Buffalo in 
2018. 


Foget’s Two Points Not Enough as Beast Lose in Overtime 


Mathieu Foget had a pair 
of assists in his debut but 
the Brampton Beast lost to 
the Adirondack Thunder 
4-3 in overtime. 

The Brampton Beast and 
Adirondack Thunder raced 
across the border to meet 
at the CAA Centre for a 
Sunday afternoon clash. 
Brampton entered the 
contest riding a season 
high five-game winning 
streak. 

Brampton got the scor- 
ing started with a wicked 
goal off the stick of de- 
fenseman Matt Petgrave. 
The defender flew into the 
attacking zone and 
wristed the shot past 
Thunder starter Eamon 
McAdam for a 1-0 lead at 
4:34. 

The goal also brought 
forth a rain of teddy bears, 
which will all be donated 
to local area hospitals. 

Adirondack fired back 
with a goal from Nikita 
Popugaev. The Russian 
forward moved into the 
zone and ripped a shot 
past Evan Fitzpatrick to tie 
the game 1-1 at 13:17. 


The Beast didn’t stay tied 
for long, as Mathieu Foget 
made a slick move at the 
blueline before sending 
the puck to Jackson Leef. 
He in turn found Erik 
Bradford who’s low shot 
beat McAdam for a 2-1 
lead at 17:01. 

The Beast took a 2-1 lead 
into the first intermission 
and had the shot advan- 
tage by a total of 12-8. 

The first half of the sec- 
ond period witnessed the 
Thunder score a couple of 
quick goals to tie the con- 
test and then take the lead. 

The first was Matt Sal- 
hany, who beat Fitzpatrick 
for the tying goal at 3:03. 
Following that would be 
Hayden Verbeek, who 
ripped a_ short-handed 
goal at 6:45 to give the vis- 
itors a 3-2 lead. 

The Beast turned it on in 
the second portion of the 
period and were rewarded 
with a power play goal 
courtesy of Brenden 
Miller. The defenseman 
stepped into a shot from 
the point that eluded 
McAdam upstairs to tie the 


game 3-3 late in the frame. 

The Beast would be 
knotted up three goals 
apiece after 40 minutes of 
play also had the shots ad- 
vantage to the tune of 29- 
13. 

The third period would 
see back and forth action 
between the two clubs but 
no goals were scored, so 
the game would head to 
overtime. 

The contest would be de- 
cided early, with Verbeek 
banging home the winner 
through traffic to give the 
Thunder the 4-3 overtime 
victory. Final shots on goal 
were 32-20 for the Bramp- 
ton Beast. 

The Beast would end the 
game by going one-for- 
three on the power play. 
The Thunder were held 
scoreless in their single at- 
tempt. Brampton faced the 
Worcester Railers for their 
second School Day game 
of the season yesterday. 

Look for additional cov- 
erage of the game and 
more Brampton Beast 
news in next week’s edi- 
tion of Peel Weekly News. 
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Steelheads Sharp in Overtime Loss Little NHL alumni match 
brings local players to spotlight 


The Mississauga Steel- 
heads kicked off the month 
of December by taking on 
the Sudbury Wolves on Sun- 
day afternoon. The Fish ar- 
rived in Sudbury coming off 
a big win against the Os- 
hawa_ Generals, where 
Keean Washkurak tied a ca- 
reer high in points in a 
game with four (1G, 3A). 

Sudbury had the first 
powerplay opportunity in 
the game, with Mississauga 
taking an early tripping 
penalty, but the Steelheads 
allowed just one shot on 
goal during the minor. 

The Wolves opened the 
scoring, as Quinton Byfield 
finished a 3-on-2 to give 
Sudbury a 1-0 lead. Calvin 
Martin answered back 
quickly for the Fish, whack- 
ing home a blocked shot 
from William Portokalis to 
tie the game at one. 

Aidan Prueter gave the 
Steelheads the lead, as he 
picked up the rebound on a 
shot from Thomas Harley. 

The Steelheads took a 
two-goal lead, as Cole 
Schwindt made a pass to 
himself off the skate of Kalle 
Loponen before going fore- 
hand-backhand past Chris- 
tian Purboo. 

The goals kept coming in 
the first period, as a Sud- 
bury shot on goal redirected 
off Joe Rangers skate before 
finding its way in the back 
of the net. 

Mississauga regained 
their two-goal lead, with 
Aidan Prueter scoring his 
second of the game as his 
shot redirected straight up 
in the air and bounced be- 
hind Purboo into the net. 


SSS 
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The Steelheads had a 4-2 at 
the end of a high scoring 
first period, while also out- 
shooting Sudbury 16-11. 

Sudbury made a goaltend- 
ing change to start the sec- 
ond period, with Mitchell 
Weeks coming into the 
game to replace Purboo. 
Both teams traded power- 
plays in the first half of the 
second period, but in a 
change of pace, neither 
team was able to score. 

The Wolves cut the Steel- 
heads’ lead to one goal near 
the end of the period, as a 
giveaway in the neutral 
zone led to a 2-on-1 that was 
finished by Liam Ross. 

The second period was the 
story of Joe Ranger, who 
stopped 17/18 shots on goal 
from Sudbury, as the Steel- 
heads headed to the inter- 
mission with a 4-3 lead. 

The Wolves tied the game 
at four midway through the 
period, as Ranger made a 
fabulous save on Blake Mur- 
ray all alone, but Byfield 
was there to put away the 
rebound. 

It was Ranger again with 


thirty seconds left in the pe- 
riod, who made a spectacu- 
lar glove save on Shane 
Bulitka to keep the game 
tied. At the end of the third 
period, Sudbury was out- 
shooting Mississauga 42-33, 
but the score was tied at 
four so the teams headed to 
overtime. 

Quinton Byfield scored 
thirty seconds into the over- 
time period to record a hat- 
trick, as the Steelheads fell 
to the Wolves by a final of 5- 


Thomas Harley recorded 
his 100th career OHL point 
with a two points (2A) in 
the contest, while Aidan 
Prueter added two goals. Joe 
Ranger was sharp in the 
contest, recording 38 saves. 

The Steelheads will return 
to the Paramount Fine 
Foods Centre tomorrow 
night (Dec. 6) to take on 
Arthur Kaliyev and the 
Hamilton Bulldogs. 

Tickets to the game can be 
purchased by visiting the 
Box Office, online through 
ticketmaster.ca or by calling 
905-502-9100. 
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An emerging alumni 
tournament is returning 
with a bigger and better 
format, with plans to 
host games in Missis- 
sauga next year. 

For the second straight 
year, an alumni game 
featuring former Little 
Native Hockey League 
participants will be held. 

As was the case for the 
inaugural contest held 
last December, this year’s 
match will take place this 
Saturday at the Mnjikan- 
ing Arena Sports Ki, also 
known as the MASK 
Arena, located in Chippe- 
was of Rama First Na- 
tion. 

The 2018 alumni match 
featured about 20 partic- 
ipants. 

That match primarily 
included players who are 
citizens of Chippewas of 
Rama First Nation. But 
one individual from the 
Chippewas of Nawash 
Unceded First Nation 
(formerly Cape Croker 
First Nation) did take 
part. 

Justin York, a youth 
recreation worker for the 
Rama Recreation Depart- 
ment, is hoping more 
players from other First 
Nations will take part 
this year. 

The main promotion of 
the game, however, has 
been from a department 


Facebook post last 
month. 
“We're hoping they will 


see us on the Facebook 
page and come join us,” 
York said. 

A year ago, the 
youngest participant in 
the alumni game was 15. 
And York said the oldest 
player would have been 
in the mid-40s. 

“We just go out there 
and have fun for an 
hour,” York said. “There 
is no age limit on how 
high we will go. There is 
no contact and no slap- 
shots so nobody gets 
hurt. It’s just a nice 
pickup game and all 
about having fun.” 

York added organizers 
will make up the teams 
on the spot, visiting the 
dressing room _ before 
and handing out either a 
dark or light jersey to 
participants. 

The Little Native 
Hockey League tourna- 
ment, more commonly 
known as the Little NHL, 
has been staged for the 
past 48 years. 

A record 227 teams 
competed at the 2019 
tournament, held this 
past March in Missis- 
sauga. 

First Nations from 
across the province take 
turns hosting the presti- 
gious youth tournament, 
the largest Indigenous 
hockey event in Ontario. 

The Chippewas. of 
Rama First Nation have 
never hosted the tourna- 
ment. 


“Tt would be more than 
we could handle,” York 
said. 

Though various First 
Nations host the event, 
the tournament needs to 
be held in a large centre 
these days because nu- 
merous rinks are re- 
quired to stage all of the 
games and participants 
and their families and 
supporters need to have 
nearby hotels to stay at. 

As a result, the Little 
NHL has been staged in 
Mississauga every year 
since 2013. The 2020 and 
2021 events will also be 
in the city. 

Though Chippewas of 
Rama First Nation hasn’t 
hosted the tournament, 
it does traditionally send 
a number of its squads to 
the event. The First Na- 
tion had seven of its 
clubs take part in the 
2019 tournament. 

“We usually do pretty 
well,” York said. “We’ve 
got some championship 
banners in the A, B and C 
divisions...And our pee- 
wee girls team won its A 
championship this year.” 

York added the MASK 
Arena could one day be 
hosting more than just a 
Little NHL alumni game. 

“We're being asked 
now to try and host adult 
tournaments,” he said. 
“We're trying to figure 
out how to host a [Little 
NHL] alumni tourna- 
ment.” 
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JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE START OF THE NEW YEAR, 
MENTAL HEALTH AND MENTORSHIP MONTH! 


Paramount Fine Foods Centre in Mississauga 


Watch the game + meet the Raptors 905 
players and their families to hear their 
inspiring stories on success, failures, 
mental health and mentorship. 


4:00 to 6:00 PM - GAME 
RAPTORS 905 VS AGUA CALIENTE CLIPPERS 


6:00 to 8:00 PM - PRESENTATION, Q&A, PICS 


GET INVOLVED! 


SPONSOR DONATE YOUR ORGANIZE A DONATE SHARE YOUR SPONSOR SHARE WITH 
THE EVENT SEASON TICKETS FUNDRAISER A PRIZE SWAG A YOUTH/MENTOR OTHERS 


#playgroundtoNBA 
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LIFESTYLE / AROUND TOWN 


Write On! Festival brings inspiration to local creators 


by Joseph Monachino 


The Mississauga Writers 
Group was proud to present 
its 4th annual Write On! Fes- 
tival on Nov. 28 at the Noel 
Ryan Auditorium in Missis- 
sauga Central Library. 

Emcee John Fraresso intro- 
ducing the festivities. He said 
that writing is a “beautiful 
escape” and referred to the 
old adage that “the pen is 
mightier than the sword.” 

He also pointed out that 
written content on social 
media is both good and bad, 
and that it can unfortunately 
be a deterrent for good writ- 
ing. One of this year’s Missis- 
sauga Writers  Group’s 
anthologies, The Path to 
Healing, has shown us exam- 
ples of how we handle our 
daily challenges as an outlet. 

Diana Krawcyk, Director of 
the Central Library and Com- 
munity Development, was 
on-hand to outline Central 
Library’s upcoming 2020-21 
major renovations. Staff will 
be redeployed and this will 
have a major impact on the 
community as a whole. 

Her role is to manage the 
Youth and Popular Collec- 
tions of the library. The bulk 
of her speech was focused on 
the importance of reading. In 
childhood, the first three 
years are important in the 
development of the brain. 

During these first 1,000 


days or so, reading grows the 
brain and makes it more dy- 
namic and complex. Reading 
with a child, can lead to a 
“significant boost to overall 
success in life.” 

She encouraged parents to 
read a book a day to their 
children. 

Amongst the general popu- 
lation, teenagers are most 
likely to read every day. She 
emphasized that “reading 
aids in compassion and em- 
pathy”. We become more tol- 
erant of ourselves and others 
with reading. Reading also 
aids in “embodied cognition”. 

Neuro-connections in the 
brain are strengthened 
through reading, something 
else she pointed out. She also 
emphasized that “because 
there is a need to hear every- 
one’s story, society should 
prioritize more diverse read- 
ing, especially with the eld- 
erly.” In closing, she 
emphasized how there are 
many resources in the Li- 
brary System to support 
writing. 

The third speaker was Joe 
Zammit, Vice-Principal at 
Phillip Pocock CDHS. He con- 
tinued with his annual tradi- 
tion of giving a speech at the 
Write On! Festival. He read a 
story that he wrote over the 
summer, which emphasized 
that the impact of something 


positive in our early years are 
the memories that remain in 
us for the rest of our lives. 

Along his fellow workers at 
a lunchtime, they offered him 
a “strawberry shortcake ice 
cream”, which reminded him 
of a positive in his early life. 
There is “a level of serenity to 
the fact I had touched on a 
positive aspect of my child- 
hood”. 

This created a new attitude 
and a new rule: “Each day, 
there should be a link to a 
positive aspect of childhood”. 
For Joe, it was equivalent toa 
strawberry shortcake ice 
cream and celebrating “the 
Road You Once Travelled”. 

Kyle Climans was next to 
speak. He said that he lived 
in Mississauga for three 
years. During that time, he 
attended a Mississauga Writ- 
ers Group meeting. He em- 
phasized that it was “the 
single best decision I ever 
made.” He went on to say 
that he was able to prove 
himself as a writer by joining 
the Mississauga Writers 
Group. He met his collabora- 
tor, Jasmine Sawant, there 
who helped him with the 
writing of the “AA Meeting” 
plays and also on an award- 
winning play called “Depth of 
Pyaar". 

I, myself, spoke to the audi- 
ence. I emphasized the grat- 


ification and importance of 
writing for the Peel Weekly 
News. I indicated how a void 
could be filled in the weekly 
publication by having a 
columnist write what his or 
her opinions are, e.g. on pro- 
fessional sports events and 
teams in Peel Region and the 
GTA. 

The next presentation was 
our comedy play entitled “AA 
Meeting 4”, our annual pro- 
duction of the play written by 
Kyle Climans and Jasmine 
Sawant. The audience en- 
joyed the actors portraying 
the different authors and 
their characters. 

Elizabeth Banfalvi, MWG 
President, was the next fea- 


PHoto by Michelle Hillyard 


tured speaker. She talked 
about the group and the 
members who had been a 
part of the evening and play. 
She was proud of all their 
contributions to the group 
and that they made a differ- 
ence to themselves and the 
group in general. 

The winners of the Young 
Voices Writing Contest were 
presented to the audience at 
the Write On! Festival. They 
were, from first to third 
Place: Omnea Fakhri’s “A 
Glass of Chai”, Dhiya 
Sathish’s “Anxiety” and Han- 
nah Bautista’s “Hide and 
Seek”. They were awarded 
prizes at November’s Missis- 
sauga Writers Group meet- 


ing. The second and third 
place winning poems were 
read by Elizabeth. It was 
warmly received by the audi- 
ence. 

“Youth have to be recog- 
nized, and we must give 
them a place to do so,” said 
Elizabeth. 

The closing remarks were 
presented by emcee John Fra- 
resso, who thanked the or- 
ganizers for a well-run event. 
John concluded by directing 
the audience to the social 
media sites where the group 
can be reached. 

Stay tuned for next year’s 
Write On! Festival. We hope 
to see you there next year. 


A perennial winter 
favourite returns next 
weekend, as Brampton 


Fairgrounds will celebrate 
the season with a craft 
sale. 

Brampton Fall Fair’s an- 
nual Winter Craft and Ven- 
dor Show will be taking 
place at the Fairgrounds 
next Saturday, Dec. 14, 
featuring artisanal goods, 
handmade items and much 
more. 

This not-to-be-missed 
event will feature a wide 
assortment of goods and 
food from one-of-a-kind 
artisans and local small 


businesses located in and 
around the Caledon area, 
who will be selling their 
handmade products just in 
time for the holidays! 
Handmade one-of-a-kind 
Christmas cards, hand- 
crafted wood gifts, bath 
and body products, animal 
treats, makeup, hand- 
painted glassware, skin- 
care products, candles and 
unique terrariums are just 
some of the items on offer, 
with more than 150 ven- 
dors expected at the event. 
The Caledon Trailway, a 
local book that "chronicles 
the commitment and com- 


munity engagement which 
made the Trailway a real- 
ity", will also be available 
for purchase at the event. 

After you finish your 
shopping, stop by the Craft 
Show Cafe for a sweet 
treat. 

The festival will run from 
10 a.m. - 4 p.m. at the Fair- 
grounds, which are located 
at 12942 Heart Lake Road, 
in Caledon. Admission is $2 
per person, or free with a 
donation for the food bank. 

For more information, 
visit the event website at 
bramptonfair.com/index.p 
hp/craft-and-vendor-show. 
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Grant announced for arts-based mental health 
conference 


A local arts organization 
has received seed funding to 
establish a conference fo- 
cusing on mental health for 
artists, it was revealed last 
month. 

The Mississauga Arts 
Council announced at their 
annual fundraising gala, 
held in mid-november, that 
it had received a $41,900 
grant from the Ontario Tril- 
lium Foundation Seed Grant 
for to establish a new “Arts 
for Mental Health”. 

The conference, which is 
planned to take place some- 
time next year, was an- 
nounced by Mississauga 
MPPs Natalia Kusendova 
and Sheraf Sabaway at the 
council’s British Invasion 
fundraising gala on Nov. 23, 
with many civic leaders and 
business professionals in at- 
tendance. 

“The Arts for Mental 
Health conference has two 
unique objectives - to in- 
crease awareness of the ef- 
ficacy of the arts in health 
and social care by sharing 
recent research and to ex- 
plore the importance of the 
arts in health as a cost-sav- 


ing opportunity for the 
overall healthcare system,” 
Kusendova, bringing re- 
marks from Sport, Tourism 
and Culture Minister Lisa 
MacLeod told the more than 
400 guests in attendance. 

The arts council is receiv- 
ing the grant to host an ed- 
ucational summit focusing 
on the integration of cre- 
ative experiences with 
healthcare practices. 

The proposed conference 
will explore the best means 
of integrating creative expe- 
riences through arts pre- 
scriptions into healthcare 
protocols, for people with 
forms of mental illness. 

In a statement last week, 
MAC said it will be working 
with Artists in Momentum 
and other arts organiza- 
tions and mental health 
practitioners to produce the 
spring conference. 

“Now artists in Missis- 
sauga and Peel Region can 
plan for improving the 
health and wellbeing of 
those with mental  ill- 
nesses,” said MAC executive 
director Mike Douglas. “We 
are setting forth on a win- 


ning path to wellness for a 
great portion of our popula- 
tion and providing the 
promise of sustainable in- 
come for many artists.” 

This announcement was 
later followed by Missis- 
sauga Arts Council’s second 
annual Arts for Health 
Award, which recognizes 
leaders and organizations 
which improve the health of 
individuals through arts 
programs and activities. 

Presenting the award to 
Anna Silgardo, founder of 
Artists in Momentum 
(AIM), Mayor Crombie 
lauded the organization’s 
creative workshops for new 
Canadian women and 
thanked them for trans- 
forming the lives of every 
program participant by 
“putting to work the thera- 
peutic value of creative ex- 
pression, as a means of 
enabling women to find 
themselves in their new 
country, regain self-confi- 
dence, reduce anxiety and 
help them overcome de- 
pression.” 

“This grant recognizes the 
benefits that art therapy 


has in improving the health 
and well-being of people liv- 
ing with mental illness, and 
I look forward to seeing this 
important work continue in 
our community,” said Crom- 
bie. 


Anna Silgardo (left) receives 
the Arts for Health Award at 
the 2019 Mississau, 
Council fundraisin 
(Submitted Photo) 


Arts 
ala. 


The effects of mental ill- 
ness are malignant and 
damaging, and can destroy 
the individual and families, 
said Silgardo as she ac- 
cepted the award. 

“(Mental illness) knows 


no boundaries and barriers. 
We need to mobilize a de- 
fense mechanism to halt 
and uproot its advance- 
ment. What better means 
than art,” she said. 


A Tale of Two Families on a Distant Island 


by Vidya Gopaul 


I one knew two families 
very well, who were both 
living on a small island. 

I called one of the fami- 
lies, which had nine mem- 
bers, “G1”, while the other 
family, which had fourteen 
members, was called “G2”. 
They used to live quite op- 
posite side of the island. 

Both families were re- 
lated by blood... and yet, 
every aspect of their lives 
were quite different. How- 
ever, there was a very 
unique distinction between 
those two families. That is, 
in their early stages of so- 
cial development, the G1 
family had unity and the G2 
family did not. 

The G1 family was living 
in a small town and was 
very poor. The father of the 
family initially grew veg- 
etables and sugar canes to 
feed his family. After saving 
up enough money, he went 
on to open a grocery shop. 
That business went well for 
a while, and then he de- 
cided to drive a truck for a 
living. Eventually, he set- 


tled down as a foreman ina 
construction company. 

In between, the life of the 
G1 family was very rough. 
Being the only breadwinner 
in the family, the father had 
a very tough time putting 
food on the table for nine 
souls. There was a time 
where he was laid off and 
had to borrow money and 
food to feed his family. 
However, he managed to 
give a good education to his 
children. He also taught 
them good disciplines, love 
and how to keep unity in 
the family. 

They all followed his 
teachings. They were so 
good that because of the 
unity in the family, most of 
the members settled in a 
different country. They 
were just a loving and hum- 
ble family. 

On the other hand, the G2 
family was filthy rich. They 
had acres and acres of 
farming land. It had been 
said that they were so rich 
that they used trucks to 
carry their money to the 


banks. They had beautiful 
mansions, nanny for every 
child, allowances for each 
child, expensive clothes and 
there was always a new car 
in the driveway. The chil- 
dren were given good edu- 
cation and each individual 
member was doing very 
well. 

However, there was one 
thing they were lacking - 
unity in the family at the 
initial stage of social devel- 
opment. There were always 
infighting, quarrelling, ri- 
valry, arrogance and argu- 
ments among the siblings. 

The parents did not care 
much about the children’s 
upbringing. Most of the 
members, except one or 
two, settled down on the is- 
land. 

One day, one of the mem- 
bers of the Gi family - he 
was my childhood friend 
and I knew him very well - 
told me, "You know, we are 
poor, yet there is love and 
unity in our family. The G2 
family members are rich, 
and yet there is no love and 


unity. I do not think this 
will ever happen among our 
brothers and sisters. I do 
not think we will be ever 
disunited." 

Well, that was then in the 
1950s. Now in the 2020s, it 
is very different. Both fam- 
ilies are alive, but the roles, 
behaviours, attitudes and 
mentalities have changed 
drastically. 

The G2 family is dis- 
united, dysfunctional and 
not rich anymore. Members 
of the family are married 
and moved on with their 
separate lives, and the par- 
ents are dead. They lost 
most of their properties 
through lavish and careless 
spending habits. They went 
from bad to worse to worst. 

On the other hand, there 
is a different story about 
the Gi family. There is a 
complete 360 degrees 
change. The parents are 
gone. Family members are 
married and moved on to 
their separate lives. But 
they went from a poor, 
humble, loving and united 


family to a well-off, arro- 
gant, unloving and dis- 
united family. 

Family members do not 
talk to each other, and that 
unity philosophy that their 
parents taught them? It all 
but disappeared in the thin 
air like it never existed in 
their minds. 

I met my childhood friend 
a few months ago, and he 
told me that the original G1 
family went from good to 
bad to worse to worst be- 
cause all the family mem- 
bers disregarded and 
disrespected the beautiful 
gift that their parents gave 
them - and that was "unity 
in the family." 

I asked him, "What hap- 
pened to those words you 
said to me many years ago, 
that is, you and your both- 
ers and sisters will never 
fight, disunite and will be 
always humble?" 

He replied, "Now I have 
realized that unity does see 
who is poor or rich. If you 
have unity, it binds all fam- 
ily members together in a 


poor or rich family. We 
were poor, then became 
materially rich, but are still 
literally poor in a paradoxi- 
cal way because we do not 
have unity in the family.” 

“Look at the other family 
- the G2 family,” he contin- 
ued. “They were materially 
rich to begin with, then lost 
everything and are still dis- 
united - because they never 
had unity in the family. In 
other words, nothing has 
changed." 

He went on to say, "Look 
at us, the Gi family. We 
were poor but united, and 
yet, we lost everything in 
terms of family structure. 
So we are the biggest loser 
compared to the G2 family. 
That is a great disappoint- 
ment in our lives." 

Therefore, do not under- 
estimate the power of unity. 
If you have unity, you have 
your family, and if you do 
not have unity, you will 
have nothing - not even 
your family! 
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Peel paramedic honoured for 30 years of service 


Along-time Peel para- 
medic was one of a select 
group of paramedics 
throughout the province 
who were honoured for 


their work and involement 
at a a ceremony held at 
Queen’s Park last week. 
Peel Regional Paramedic 
Deputy Chief 


Services 


Brian Gibson was one of 68 
paramedics honoured dur- 
ing the ceremony, which 
was overseen by Honorary 
Major General Richard 


Rohmer and Deputy Pre- 
mier Christine Elliott. 

The ceremony bestowed 
award recognition from the 
Governor General to On- 


tario paramedics whom 
have provided pre-hospital 
emergency medical serv- 
ices to the public in an ex- 
emplary manner for a 
minimum of thirty years. 

Gibson was one of several 
paramedics who was 
awarded with his First Bar, 
awarded for 30 years of 
service. 

Paramedics who have all 
previously received the Ex- 
emplary Service Medal 
were presented with their 
First, Second, or Third Bar 
for the Emergency Medical 
Services Exemplary Service 
Medal, which was created 
in 1994 by the late Gover- 
nor General Romeo 
LeBlanc as a component of 
the Canadian Honours Sys- 
tem. 

The recognition is for 
professional paramedic 
service provided in a 
demonstrable meritorious 


manner, characterized by 
the highest standards of 
good conduct, industry and 
efficiency. Each Bar to the 
Exemplary Service Medal 
represents an additional 
award of the ESM. 

Paramedics who have 
served for at least thirty 
years receive their First 
Bar, forty years their Sec- 
ond Bar, and for fifty years 
their Third Bar. 

In a statement made after 
the event, Gibson congrat- 
ulated the other recipients 
for the medal and men- 
tioned how much _ the 
award meant to him. 

“Very honoured to re- 
ceive my 30 year exem- 
plary service bar... at 
Queens Park,” Gibson 
wrote. “Congratulations to 
all the recipients recogniz- 
ing their dedication to 
serving the residents of On- 
tario.” 


The Christmas Season - and Muslim Culture in Canada 


by Surjit Singh Flora 


The Muslim population 
— and therefore the Mus- 
lim vote - is increasing in 
Canada faster than other 
groups. 

But when it comes to 
Canadian celebrations — 
and considering it's a hol- 
iday season right now — 
many Muslims never cel- 
ebrate Christmas because 
they think “Christmas is 
haram.” 

There is no law in the 
Holy Quran or by mes- 
sengers of Allah which 
says that, “Christmas is 
haram.” 

But celebrating the ar- 
bitrary birthday of a 
prophet of Allah may not 
be a problem for some 
Muslims. 

I don't know the exact 
verses in the Quran that 
apply to this. However, I 
do understand that some 
Muslims criticize cele- 
brating festivals of other 
religions, citing the 
Quran (25.72), which 
says: “And those who do 
not bear witness to false- 
hood, and if they pass by 
some evil play or evil 
talk, they pass by it with 
dignity.” 

Most people interpret 


falsehood as the festivals 
of non-believers, which 
should be avoided. 

Conversely, Romans 
3:23 (Bible) says that 
every human has sinned 
and fallen short of the 
glory of God. Romans 
6:23 further says that the 
payment of our sins is 
death (eternal spiritual 
death). 

In this respect, Man is 
helpless to cleanse his 
own sins, and hence un- 
able to avoid this punish- 
ment. Our good works 
cannot save us: not our 
knowledge nor rituals, 
rules or regulations can 
wash away our sins. But 
God loves each one of us 
so much that He made a 
way to save us. 

2,000 years ago, 
mankind was seemingly 
drifting towards desruc- 
tion eternally due to our 
sins. It was at that time 
that this loving God did- 
n't leave us nor judge us. 
As ever, he continued to 
love us with an everlast- 
ing love. 

On that first Christmas 
day, God left Heaven and 
all His glory in it and 
came down to Earth to 


save us, to forgive our 
sins and to give us the 
gift of Eternal life. He 
loves us with an everlast- 
ing love. 

The biggest Haram, 
which the Most intelli- 
gent Allah won't like, is 
not using common sense. 
Will celebration and 
being happy be hated by 
God (Allah) — the all- 
merciful and kind? 

We all need to break 
free from the indoctrina- 
tion by religious preach- 
ing. Consider the actual 
names of Allah: the all- 
merciful, all kind, and all- 
inclusive. 

When Allah is all-inclu- 
sive, how will Allah dis- 
criminate between 
non-Muslims and Mus- 
lims? 

I think Allah doesn't 
even care whether you 
are Muslim or not. Just 
being a good human 
being is good enough for 
Allah, as you follow his 
message of love, unity, 
and peace. 

Muslims don't celebrate 
Christmas, but what is 
wrong with enjoying it 
and taking part in all the 
fun surrounding it? In 


Islam, Jesus is also the 
son of our Father in 
Heaven. 

We've become a society 
where it's deemed offen- 
sive to take part in other 
cultures, religions and 
their traditions, but at 
end of the day we are all 
Canadians — and we are 
all human beings. 

Also, the most signifi- 
cant truth is that many of 
the Muslims coming to 
Canada sit on social as- 
sistance while working 
under the table on cash 


jobs. 
They live in subsidized 
townhouses, and they 


rent out a room in the 
basement. They go to the 
food bank every week. 
They use their $5,000 
settlement allowance to 
buy a used car. I think is 
a haram. 

My wife, kids and I cel- 
ebrate all Canadian 
events, no matter 
whether it's Christmas or 
Halloween, Thanksgiving 
or Canada Day — or 
whether it's Eid, Diwali, a 
Muslim or Sikh or Hindu 
holiday, because we be- 
lieve that "God is one". 
We are all equal. 


You don't become a 
non-believer just because 
you are celebrating a par- 
ticular festival of a differ- 
ent religion. Your own 
belief in your Allah can 
never be so weak that it 
will change or get chal- 
lenged if you celebrate 


Diwali or Christmas. 

God is forgiving and 
loves you more because 
you are proving yourself 
as being a good human 
being that God created. 

"Merry Christmas" and 
Happy Holidays to all! 
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As we near the end of the year and term of office for our 
Board of Directors, this year we combine our Annual General 
Meeting with our after-business Mix & Mingle, so that we can 
formally report to you, our members, on the activities and 
financial performance of the organization over the past year, 
and vote for our 2020 Board of Directors. 


WEDNESDAY 


DEC. 11 


AGM: 

1:30 PM - 3:30 PM 
MIX & MINGLE: 

3:30 PM - 4:30 PM 

MISSISSAUGA 


CONVENTION 
CENTRE 


KEYNOTE SPEAKER: 


BRIAN SUTHERLAND 
Development lead 
Lakeview Village project 


WWW.MBOT.COM 


aa ty ta 


y @mbotontario 


VENUE 
#mbotagm 
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Fundraising gala raises $2.2 million for hospitals 


It wasn’t Hotel Califor- 
nia but the Rose Theatre, 
where hundreds gathered 
on Nov. 23 for the 8th an- 
nual Gala Benefit Concert 
for William Osler Health 


System. 
Don Felder, formerly of 
the Eagles, and local 


songstress Sarah Slean 
entertained the crowd 
with a mix of familiar 
favourites. The concert 
raised over $978,000 for 
Osler’s three hospitals. 
During the evening, a 
special matching chal- 
lenge was announced — 
matching all funds raised 
that evening. Total 
amounts reported are in- 
clusive of the matching 
funds. 

“It’s an honour to sup- 
port the Osler Foundation 
Gala Benefit Concert,” 
said sponsor DG Group’s 
vice president, Darren 
Steedman. “(We believe) 
in strengthening commu- 
nities, and supporting 
health care in Brampton 
and Etobicoke and our 
long-standing presenting 
sponsor support of this 
gala is doing just that.” 

The concert included a 
special announcement by 
Orlando Corporation - a 


donation of $1.5 million 
to Etobicoke General Hos- 
pital, as part of the $100 
million You Have The 
Power campaign. The do- 
nation was made to finish 
the campaign to build the 
new patient tower at Eto- 
bicoke General. 

There is still an urgent 
need for new equipment 
at Etobicoke General and 
the fundraising continues 
to help meet those needs, 
organizers said at the 
event. 

Orlando Corporation 
was honoured at the Gala 
benefit concert for their 
original $15 million 
matching challenge dona- 
tion that they announced 
five years ago at the same 
event. At the time, the 
gift was the largest dona- 
tion to a community hos- 
pital in Canada. The gift 
inspired the community 
to match their donation - 
totalling $30 million. 

This contributed to con- 
structing and equipping 
the new Peel Memorial 
Centre for Integrated 
Health and Wellness, 
building a state-of-the- 
art Endovascular Thera- 
peutics Suite at Brampton 
Civic Hospital, and help- 


ing to build and equip the 
new Emergency Depart- 
ment at Etobicoke Gen- 
eral Hospital. 

“Over the last five 
years, we have seen the 
community mobilize in 
extraordinary ways,” said 
Orlando Corporation 
president Phil King. 
“From staff and physician 
giving to lemonade 
stands to large events - 
like the Gala Benefit Con- 
cert - the community ral- 
lied around the campaign 
to transform health care 
in the community. After 
seeing how dedicated the 
community was, we were 
inspired to do more to 
help push the campaign 
to the finish line.” 

Osler Foundation also 
celebrated the corporate 
citizenship of Woodbine 
Entertainment Group, a 
longtime corporate sup- 
porter of Osler. Woodbine 
Entertainment Group is 
the sixth recipient of the 
Osler Award for Philan- 
thropic Leadership. 

“The night was inspir- 
ing and moving in so 
many ways,” said Osler 
Foundation president and 
CEO Ken Mayhew. “To see 
so many people come to- 


gether to support local 
health care is truly ex- 
traordinary. From busi- 
nesses and individuals, to 
local political leaders, 
and staff, physicians and 
volunteers—the theatre 
was filled with people 
who want to make a dif- 
ference in the lives of oth- 
ers. We are grateful for 
the support.” 
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There was a_ special 
fundraising focus on Can- 
cer Care at Osler, where 
patient Andrew Stewart 
spoke about the life-sav- 
ing care he received at 
Osler. 

“This year’s Gala was a 
truly outstanding way to 
come together to cele- 
brate exceptional health 
care in this community,” 


Deadline to 
nominate Is 


said Osler Dr. Brendan 
Carr, President and CEO, 
William Osler Health Sys- 
tem. “Funds raised from 
the event will help Osler 
continue to transform its 
hospital sites, and build 
on its innovative pro- 
grams and services so 
that we can best meet the 
needs of the communities 
we serve.” 


January 20, 2020 


For more information on how to nominate someone, visit 


www.brampton.ca/citizens 
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Photos Courte V, of WilliamOsler Health Foundation 
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Brampton means “snow business” this winter 


~ 
y 


y While a wave of snow buried 


residents and sidewalks in and 
around Brampton last winter, 
the city is stepping up its game 
this season with round-the-clock 
plans to tackle inclement 
weather and ensure that resi- 
dents and drivers get to their 
destinations safely. 

Brampton council announced 
last week at their regular meet- 


) ing that a number of winter op- 


erations improvements will be 
made to aid residents who want 
to walk, drive and take transit in 


the city. 


Planned enhancements include 
increased service levels on local 
roads (from 7.5 cm accumulation 
to 5.0 cm), with crews being dis- 
patched sooner during a winter 
weather event. 

Residents can also see what 
roads and sidewalks crews have 
cleared through the City’s newly 
launched Plow Tracker, which 
can be visited at 
brampton.ca/snow. 

Responding to winter condi- 
tions is one of the largest opera- 
tions at the city, said regional 
councillor Paul Vicente, who 
chairs the city’s Public Works 
and Engineering Committee. 

“(We have) made service level 
enhancements to improve our 


core services for Brampton resi- 
dents,” said Vicente, who ex- 
plained that city crews maintain 
3,986 lane kilometres of roads, 
2,462 transit stops and 979 kilo- 
metres of sidewalks and walk- 
ways. “We’re asking residents to 
do their part to keep their com- 
munities winter-ready by ensur- 
ing residential sidewalks are 
clear and parked cars are kept 
off the road during snowfall for 
plows and emergency vehicles to 
pass by safely.” 

Vicente’s remarks were shared 
by Mayor Patrick Brown, who sid 
that the season can bring a wide 
range of incelment weather con- 
ditions such as snow, ice, freez- 
ing rain, cold temperatures and 
other severe conditions. 

“With our newly increased 
service levels, our teams will 
continue to provide excellent, 
around-the-clock service to keep 
Brampton safe this season,” said 
Brown. “We encourage residents 
when travelling to ensure they 
allow for extra time, slow down, 
stay alert and make room for 
plows. We’re all in this together.” 

Residents are reminded that 
being “winter-ready” is a team 
effort, and relies on the support 
of all residents to help make the 
city safer for everyone. Home- 


owners can do their part with 
the following tips. 

- Clear sidewalks of ice, snow, 
and slush by 11 am the day after 
snowfall. 

- Parking on streets is not al- 
lowed and will be enforced dur- 
ing winter weather events. 
Please move vehicles to ensure 
plows and emergency vehicles 
can safely pass by. 

- If it has been more than 24 
hours since the snowfall has 
ended and your street still re- 
quires attention, let the City 
know by calling 3-1-1. 

- Snow removal financial assis- 
tance is also available to eligible 
seniors and residents living with 
disabilities. Interested applicants 
can visit ow.ly/D2Ro50xgPq2 for 
more information. 

During the winter season, City 
crews are responsible for snow 
removal, anti-icing and salting, 
said Public Works and Engineer- 
ing Vice-Chair Pat  Fortini. 
“Through initiatives like using 
combination snow plows that 
salt and clear at the same time, 
the City aims to provide efficient 
service while reducing the im- 
pact of road salt and winter fleet 
emissions on the environment,” 
Fortini said. 


Windmill performs “Splendor of the Holidays” 


One of south Missis- 
sauga’s premier musical en- 
sembles return with a 
“return to the holidays” 
next month, during a spe- 
cial performance in the 
heart of Port Credit. 

Windmill Music will cap- 
ture the splendor of the fes- 
tive season with its annual 
holiday concert, “Joyful and 
Triumphant”, which will be 
presented on Friday, Dec. 13 
at 8 p.m. at Christ First 
(First United Church) lo- 
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cated at 151 Lakeshore Road 
West. 

The concert will feature a 
chorus of 18 voices, Wind- 
mill’s string quartet and 
Josh Tamayo on the piano 
and organ. “Joyful and Tri- 
umphant” is certain to fill 
the hall with glorious 
sounds that will start holi- 
day festivities with a glow. 

Windmill Theatre Artistic 
Director Brian Pritchard 
said last week that residents 
are invited to listen to the 


Nominations now open 


precision and sensitivity of 
the Windmill Ensemble as 
they present time-honoured 
traditional music. 

“Our annual holiday con- 
cert is one of our most 
highly anticipated events,” 
said Pritchard, who also an- 
nounced that the concert 
will be directed by the 
multi-talented soprano and 
Musical Director Loralee 
McGuirl. 

Pritchard said that Wind- 
mill Music has received high 


praise from audiences for 
their high-calibre musician- 
ship and authentic cabaret 
experience. 

The concert will also in- 
clude complimentary 
snacks, candlelight atmos- 
phere and a cash bar. 

Tickets are $35, and can 
be purchased on the Wind- 
mill website by visiting 
windmillmusic.org, calling 
905 483-5702 or emailing 
windmillmusiccanada@gm 
ail.com. 
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for Caledon awards 


Nominations are now 
open for a major commu- 
nity recognition ceremony! 

Residents can nominate a 
worthy Caledon resident 
for a Volunteer Service 
Award or a_ Citizen 
Achievement Award, which 
will take place next year 
during National Volunteer 
Week 2020 (April 19 to 25, 
2020). 

Nominations will remain 
open until January 15, 
2020 at 4:30 p.m. for the 
awards, which recognize 
Caledon residents who 
have contributed a signifi- 
cant amount of volunteer 
time and energy towards 
the development of com- 


munity life throughout 
Caledon in three cate- 
gories, including youths 


(13-18), adults (18-54) and 
seniors (55+). 

Candidates for the Volun- 
teer Service Awards will 
have made significant con- 
tributions to community 
and social services, sports 
and recreation organiza- 
tions, environmental lead- 
ership or arts and culture. 

Candidates may accumu- 
late their volunteer service 


that spans across more 
than one area each year. 

Volunteers must have 
made significant impact 
(minimum of 3 years of 
service for youth and 5 
years for adults) in each 
area to be eligible. The 
number of volunteer 
years/hours will be based 
on the minimum require- 
ments and determining the 
value and impact of the in- 
dividual's volunteer contri- 
bution will be at the 
discretion of the Selection 
Committee. 

Candidates are eligible 
for a wide assortment of 
categories, including Com- 
munity and Social Services, 
Sports and Recreation Or- 
ganizations, Arts and Cul- 
ture, Environmental 
Leadership, Distinguished 
Citizen Awards and the 
Community Champion 
Award. 

For more information on 
the awards or to nominate 
a candidate, visit the Town 
of Caledon award website 
at caledon.ca/en/town- 
hall/Volunteer-Citizen- 
Achievement-Awards.asp. 
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